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AN

"ESSAY, éo

W HAVE been confidering (my
. Friend!) what your Fancy was,
-to exprefs fuch a Surprize as
you did the other day, whenI
happen’d to - fpeak to you in com-
mendation' of Raillery. Was it pof-
fible you fhou'd fuppofe me fo grave
a Man as to diflike a/f Converétion
of this kind? Or were you afraid I
fhou'd not ftand the Trial, if yon
- Thou'd put me to it, by making the
Experiment in my own Cafe? |
| A I muft



their own.

', s MESSAY on the Freedom

I muft coﬁf;é;'»;él‘i‘-ix:&“}ééfdn ‘
enough for your Caution ; if you

'cou’dg imagine me at the bottom fo

true 4 Zealot, .as not to bear the
leaft Raillery on my own Opinions.
*Tis the Cafe, I know, with Many.
Whatever they thirtk grave or folemn,
they fuppofe muft never be treated
out ofP a grave and folemn way :
Tho what Another thinks fo, they can
be contented to treat otherwife ; and
are forward to try the Edge of Ridi-
cule againft any Opinions- befides

The Queftion is, Whether this be
fair or no? and Whether it be not
juft, and wife, to make as free with
our awn Opinions, as with thofe of
other People? For to be fparing in
this cale, may be look’d upon as a
piece of Selfifhnefs. We may be
charg'd perhaps with wilful Igno-
rance and blimf 'Idolatry, for having
taken Opinions upon Truft, and

| confe-
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confecrated in our felves cercain Idok-
- Notions,: which we will never fuffer
.to be unveil’d, or feen in open Light.
‘They may perhdps be Monfters, -and
not Divinitys, - or ‘Sacred: Truths,
which 7 are {cpsf thus choicely,) in
fome-dark Comer of bur Minds :
The- Specters mdy impofe! on s,
whilft . we refule to “turn' em - every
way; and view their Shapes and Coin-
plexions in evecy ‘Light. “For!that
whichican be thewn only i 4 certain
Light, «is - queftionable. ! Truth, ’tis
fupposd, may bear all Lightsit'and
one of thofe in which Things: are ‘6
be view'd, in order to a thorow Re.
cognition, is that by which wé dife
cern whatever is liable to Ridicule in
any Subje@. - At leaft, *tis fo allow’d
by All, who at any time .appeal to
this' Criterion. The . graveft Gentles
men; even in the graveft Subjeéts,
are fupposd to acknowledg this :
and can have no Right, ’tis thought,

2 to
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‘to. deny ~others the: Freedom : of -this
-Appeal ; whilfl they ‘are free:to cen--
fure like other Men; vand in theit gra-
veflt Argumeénts-make no feruple: to
ask, I itinot ridicatous &= .0 oo
2 Of ! this ‘Affair.therefore;: I defign
you i Thow'd know: fully whae: my
Thoughts are.. ‘And by this’ means
yourwills' be _able: to- judg of :me ;
whether 1 was!fincefe the: other day
- dnithe. Defence: &f “Raillery, and > can .
«¢ontinue ftill to.plead for thofeinge-
njous Fridnds of ‘'onrs; who re: c':.ftgch
enfur'd] fot “their- Hlomour " of _chis
iind,:. and for the Freedomi they :take
" in. {uchoan airy way:of Cohverfation
and Writing. - ~ {22 o0 e D
co AT e DT R S
;, kN good earneft, when one con:
fidérs-what ufe is fometimes made of
this kind of Wit,and to what an ex:
cefs it has rifen of late,: infome Chas
salkers of the Ages; one may -be
ftartled a little, and in doubt, ‘what
» . to
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to think of the Praice, or whither
this raillying Humour- will -at lengtly
~carry us. It has pafs'd from the Men
cof Pleafure to -the Men of Bufinels.
Politicians have been infected tith -
it: and the graye Affairs of Stace
- have been treated with an- Air. of Jro-
#y and Banter. The ableft - Nego-
- tiatorshave been known the notableft
Buffoons :- the moft celebrated Aua
thors, the greateft Mafters of Bur-,
le/[lue,,.,.;.‘> .. -
There is indeed a kind of defenfive
Raillery (if T may fo call it) which §
am willing enough to allow in :Af-
fairs of whatever kind ; when the
Spirit of Curiofiy wou'd force a
Difcovery of more Truth than can
conveniently be told, For we cin
never do more injury to Truth, than
by difcovering too much of it, on
fome occafions, “Tis the fame with
Underftandings as with Eyes: To
fuch acertain Size and Make juft fo
A 3 much



6 An:ESSAY onthe Freedom

muich Light is neceflary, and no more.
Whatéver is beyond, brings Darknefs
and Confufion.
“”Tis feal Humanity and Kindnefs,
to: hide ftrong Truths from weak
Eyes. :Andto do this by a pleafant
Amufement, is eafier, and civiller,
than by 2 harfh Denial or remarka- -
. ble Referve. But to go about in-

duftrioufly to .confoung Men, in a
myfterious. manner ; and to make
advantage or draw pleafure from that
Petplexity they ‘are thrown into, by
fuch ‘uncertain Talk 5 is as unhand- -
fomin a way of Raillery, as' when
done with the greateft Serioufnefs, or
in the moft folemn way of Deceit.
It may be neceffary, as well now as
of old, for wife Men to fpeak in Pa-
rables,- and with'a double Meaning,
that the Enemy may be amus'd, and
" thofe only who bave Ears to bear may
hear.  But 'tis a mean, impotent and
dull fort of Wir, which amufes all
A Co alike,
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alike, and leaves ‘the moft fenfible’
Man, and even a Friend, equally in
doubt, and at a lofs, to know what
one’s real mind is, upon any Subject. -
This isthat grofs fort of Raillery,
(%enﬁvc in good Com--
pany. And indeed there is as much
difference between one fort and ano-
ther, as between fair Dealing and
Hypocrify ; orbetween the genteeleft
Wi, anc{ the moft fcurrilous Buf-
foonery. But by Freedom of Con~
verfation, this illiberal kind of Wit
will lofe its Credit. For Wit is. its
own Remedy. Liberty and Coms-
merce bring it to its true Standard.
The only Danger is, the laying an
Embargo. The fame thing Kappens
here, asin the Cafe of Trade. Im-
ofitions and ReftriGions reduce it
to a low Ebb. - Nothing is {fo advan-
tageous to it as a Free Port.
We have feen in qur own time the
Décline and Ruin of a falfe fort of
I A 4 Wi,
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Wit, -which fo much delighted our
- Anceftors, that their Poems, and
Plays, as well as Sermons, were full
of 1.~ All Humour had fomething
of the Quibble. ‘The very Language
of the Court was Punning. But 'tis.
now banifh’d the Town and all good
Company : There are only fome
few Footfteps -of it in the Country 5
and it feems at laft confin’d to the
Nutferys of Youth, as the chief En-.
tertainment of Pedants and their Pu-
pils. Andthus in other rrefpects Wit
will mend upon our hands; and Hu~
mour Wil refine it:felf; if we rake
care not to tamper with it, and bring -
it-under Conftraine, by fevere Ufage
. and rigorous Prefcriptions.  All Po-
lienels -is owingntoLiberty. We
polifh one another, -and rub off out
Cortners and rough Sides by this ami-
cable Collifion.  To reftrain this, is in-
evitably to bring 2 Ruft upon Mens
Underftandings.” "Tis a dcﬁroyin%
4 ‘ _ of’
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of Civility, Good Breeding, and even
Charity it felf, -under pretence of

maintaining it. .

T O deferibe true ‘Raillery wou'd
be as hard 2 macter, and perhaps as

litele to the purpofe, as to define Good

Breeding. None can underftand the
Speculation, but they who have the

- Pra&ice. Yet every one thinks him-

{elf well.bred : and the farmalleft Pe-
dant imagines he can railly with a
good Grace. I have known fome
of thofe grave Gentlemen underrake
to corre&t an Author for defending

the Ufe of Raillery, and at the fame

time have upon every turn made ufe

of that Weapon, tho they were na-
wurally fo very aukard atit. And
this I'believe may be obferv’d in the
Cafe of many Zealots, who have
taken upon ‘em to anfwer our mo- -
dern Free Writers. The Tragical
Gentlemen, with the grim Afpe@

. o and
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and Mein of true Inguifitors, have but
an ill Grace when they vouchfafe to
quit their Aufterity, and be jocofe
and pleafant with an Adverfary,
~ whom they wou'd chufe to treat in
avery different manner. For to do
- “em juftice, had they their Wills, I
doubt not but their Condu&t and
Mein ‘wou'd be pretty much of a
piece. They woud foon quit their
Farce, and make a thorow Trage-
dy. But at prefent there is nothing
fo ridiculous as this JaANus-Face
of Writers, who with one Counte-
nance force a Smile, and with ano-
ther {how nothing but Rage and Fu-
1y. Hé.\iin% enterd the Lifts, and
agreed to the fair Laws of Combat
by Wit and Argument, they have no-
fooner provid their Weapon, than
you hear ’em crying aloud for help,
and delivering over to the Secular Arm.
" There can’t be a more prepofte-
rous Sight than an Executioner and
| a
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a Merry Andrew acting their Part
upon the fame Stage. ~ Yet I am per-
fuaded any one- will find this to be
the real Pi¢ure of certain modern
Zealots in their Controverfial Wri-
tings. They are no more Mafters
of Gravity, than they are 'of good
Humour. The firft always runs in-
to harfh Severity, and the latter in-
to an aukard Buffooner{. - And thus

between Anger and Pleafure, Zeal

and Drollery, their Writing has
much fuch a Grace as the Play of hu-
merfom Children, who almoft, ac
the fame inftant, are both peevifh -
arid wafton, and can laugh and cry
in one and the {fame Breath.

How agreeable fuch Writings are
‘like to prove, and of what Effe¢t
towards the winning over or con-
vincing thofe who are fuppos’d to be
‘in Error, I need not go about to
~ explain. Nor can I wonder, on this
" account, to hear thofe publick La-
o ~ mentations



12 A | ESSAY onthe Fteedo»zf

mentations of Zealots, ‘that whilfk
the Books of their Adverfarys are fo
" current, their” Anfwers ,to ’em ‘cany
hardly make rheir way into the
World, or be taken- the: leaft notice
of. Pedantry .and Bigotry are Mill-.
Stones able to fink tlie beft Book,
that bears the léaft part of their dead:
weight. The Temper of the Peda-
gogue futes pot with the' Age.  And:
the World, tho it may be taught,
- will not be tutor’d. If a Philofopher:
ﬁ)aaks,. Men- hear him, willingly.
while he keeps. to his Philofophy.;
So is a Chriftien heard,  while he,
keeps to his ‘profefsd Charity and
Mecknefs. | In 2 Gentleman we al-
low of Pleafantry: and Raillery, as
being manag'd always with. good
" Breeding, and never grofs or clow-
nith. Butif a mere Scholaftick, in~
trenching upon all thefe Charaéers,
and writing as it were - by Starts and
Rebounds trom one of thefe to ano-

o ther,
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'-thér, appears upon the’ whole as lit-
~de. able to’ keep - the- Tcmper of
Chrxfhamty, asto ufe the Reéafon of
:a ‘Philofophet, ‘or the Raillery of a
Man of Brcedmg " whit ‘wonder is
"~ liedf che mOn&réus Prodult of fuch
-& jumbled: Brain bé rrdlculous to the
;Wodd 2 o7
'If you think (my Fnend) that by
thls Dcfcrnbuon I' havé done- wrong
‘to any of ‘thefe Zealof-Writers in ré
. ligious Contrbvcrfy ;s réad but afew
iPages in ' ahy” oné ef ‘e’ (even
‘where the Conteft is not Abroad buit
;.WIthln their wn ?ale) and then pro-
:nouncc. R

AND now have faid thus much
‘as to Authors and Wrmnga, “you
-fhall hear my Thoughts, ‘as -you

" -have defird, upon the Subject of

~ -Converfation, "and arucularly a late
One of a free Klng which you re-
member I was prefent at; with fome
: Friends

~
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Fricndsj‘ of yours, -whom_ you fan-
- condemn’d.© ) 5

-~ "Twas, Imuftown; a very diverting
-one, and perhaps not the lefs fo,
for ending as abruptly as it did, and

. eyd I fhou'd in great. Gravity have

in: 2 fort ‘of Confufion'; which. al.-

moft brought all to nothing that
-had been advanc’d in the Difcourfe
before.  Some Partjculars of tlijs

_Converfation may not perhaps be fp

.proper to commit to- Paper. - “Tis

cenough, that I put you in mind of

~ what pafsd. . A -greac many fine
Schemes, 'it's true; were “deftroy’d ;
many grave Reafonings overturn'd :
but this being done without Offence

to the Partys concern'd, and with
Improvement to the gpod Humour

of the Company, it fet the Appe-
tite. the keener to fuch Converfa-
tions. And I am perfuaded, that
had Reafon her felf been to judg of
her own Intereft, fhe wou'd have

4 thoughe

PR J
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.thought fhe receivid more Advan-
_tage in the main from that ealy and
familiar way, than from the ufual
ftiff Adherenceto a particular Opi-
nion.. _ S |
- But perhaps -you may flill be in
- .the fame Humour of not believing
me in eameft. You .may continue
to tell me, I affedt to be paradoxical,
"in commending a Converfation: as
.advantageous to Reafon, which en-
.ded'in fuch an Uncertainty of all
‘that Reafon had feemingly fo well
eftablifb’d, = :

To this I anfwer, That accord-
ing to the Notion I have of Reafon,
neither the written Treatifes of the
Learned, nor the fet Difcourfes of
the Eloquent,- are able of themfelves
to teach theufe of it. "Tis the Ha-
bit alone of Reafoning that can
make a Reafoner. And Men can ne-
ver be better invited to the Habit,
than when they find Pleafure in it.

: A
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A Freedom ~of Raillery; a Liberty
in decent Language to queftion eve-
ty thing, ‘and an Allewance of. un-
‘ravelling ot refuting dny Argument,
without  offence to the Arguer; " are
‘the only Terms which can render fuch
[peculative  Converfations. any, way
‘agteeable. - - For to fay tiuth, they
have been renderd burdenfom ‘to
- "Mankind " by the StriGtnefs of rhe

‘Laws prefctib'd to "em, and by, the
prevailing Pedantry-and Bigotry of
‘thofe who reign-in ’em; and affunre
to themfelves to .be Dictators ih
‘thefe Provinces. .~ .
o Semper ego Auditor tantum ! s as na
‘tural a Cafe of Complaint in Di-
vinity, in Morals, and in ‘Philofo-
phy, as it was of old, the Satyrift’s,
m Poetry. Vicifitude is a mighty
‘Law of Difcourfe, and mighily
long’'d for by Mankind. In matter
of Reafoh, more is done in a minute
‘or two, by way of Queftion and.
.- ) RCP]}',

o 3
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Reply,: than by. a contim’d Dif-
courfe of whole Hours.  Orations are
fit only. to move the Paffions: And
the Power of Declamation is to terrify,
exalt, ravifh, or delight, racher than
fatisfy or inftruét. A free! Confe-
tence is a clofe Fight. The other
Way, .in comparifon to it, is but
a Brandithing, ot Beating the Adir. To
(e obftructed therefore and manacled
in Conferences; .and to be ¢onfin’d
20 hear Orations on certain Sub.
je&ts, muft needs give us a Diftaft,
and render the Subjects {o manag'd,
as -difagreeable as the Managers.
‘Men had rather reafon upon Trifles,
fo they may reafon freely and with-
out the Impofition of Authotity,
than on the-ufefulleft and beft Sub-
je&s in the. World, where they are
-ileld under a Reftraint, and:Fear.
‘Nor is it 2 wonder that Men are
generally fuch faint Reafoners, and
- care fo litleto argue ftrictly on any

B . trivial
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erivial Subje&t in Company ; when
they dare fo little exert their Reafon
in greater Matters, and arc: forcid
to argue lamely where they have
need of the greateft Activity ‘and
Strength. - And therefore the fame
thing happens here as in ftrong and
‘thealthy Bodys, which are debar’d their
matural Exercife, -and -confin'd ina
narrow. Space. - They are forcd to
ufe odd Geftures and - Contortions.
“They have a fort of A&ion, and
move flill, tho with the worft Grace
imaginable. . For the animal Spirits
in fuch found and a&ive Limbs can-
not lie dead, or without Employ-
‘ment.  And thus the natural free Spi-
~ rits of ingenious Men, if imprifon'd
and controul’d,  will ind out other
- ways of Motion torelieve themfelves
in their Conftraint : and whether it be
in Burlefque, Mimickry. or Buffoone-

. 1y, they will be glad -at any rate to

b 2
vent themfelves, and be reveng'd on

their Conflraiers. -~ If
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. If Men are forbid to fpeak theix
Minds feroufly . gn' certain Subjects,
they will, do it ironically. If they
are forbid to fpeak at aJl upon fuch
Subjects 5: or if .they. find ic- really
dangerous, for em to. do fo ;- they
will - then . redouble - -their  Difguife,
involve themfelves in Myftericufnefs,
and talk fo as hardly to be under-
ftood, or at leaft not. plainly.inters
preted, by thole who are difpos’d
20 do.‘em a ~Mifchief. . Aad! thus
Raillery is brought moge. in : faflion;
and runs into an Extreme. “Tis the
perfecyting Spirit has rais’d the' ban-
tering one ;. And- want of . Liberty
may. account for want of a trge Pos
licenefs, and for the Corruption or
wrong Ufe of Pleaantry and Hu-
mour. - ., . - T S
- If dn this refpect we ftrain the juft
meafure of what we call Urbaniry,
and are .apt fometimes to take 2
Buffooning, Ruftick Air, we may
o ' B2 thank
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thank the ridiculous- Solenmlty ‘and
foirr Humour - of * our’ cdagoFucs
or rather they may thank thémfelves,

if they in particular meet-with the-

heavielt of this kind of Treatment.
For it will - naturally fall heavieft,
where the Confttaint has been thc
 fevereft. The greater the Welght is,
the bitterer walF be the: Satyr. The
figher the Slavery, the more exqul-
’ ﬁte the’ Buﬂ*‘o(fncry e :
““That this is really {o; may ép erat
. B}f fooking of‘thofe “Countrys where
the fpiritual “T'yranny-is higheft. Fot

the’ greateﬁ of - Buffoons are the Itd-

lians': -andin their Writings, in ‘theit
freer fort ‘of Convérfanons, o' their
Theatrés, and in their Strccts, Buf-
foonery and” Burlefque aré in thé
hlgheﬁ: vogue. “Tis the only man-
ner in which ‘the poor crampd ‘Wret-
ches can difcharge 2 free Thoughe.
We muft yield to ’em the Sitperio-
my in this fort of Wit. For what

wonder
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wonder is it if we, who have more
of Liberty, have lefs Dexterity in
that egregious way of Raillery and
Ridicule 2

*T'IS for this reafon, I verily be-
lieve, that the Antients knew fo little
of this Spirit, and that there is hard-
ly fuch a thing found as mere Bur-
lefgue in any Authors of the politer
Ages. The manner indeed in which
they treated the ‘very graveft Sub-
jects, was fomewhat different from
that of our Days, Their Treatifes
were generally in a free and familiar
Stile.  They chofe to give us the
Reprefentation of real Difcoutfe and
Converfe, by treating their Subjects
in the way of Dialogue and free De-
bate. The Scene was ufually laid at

. Table, or in the publick Walks or

- Meeting-Places; and the ufual Wit
and Humour of their real Difcourfes
appeardin thofe of their own com-

' B 3 poling.
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pofing.  .And ‘this was fair.. For
without Wit and Humour, Reafon
can hardly haveits Proof, or be dif-
tinguifh’d.  The Magifterial Voice
“and high Strain of the Pedagogue,
commands Reverence and Awe.
*Tis of admirable ufe to keep Un-
‘derftandings at a diftance, and out
of ‘teach. The other Manner, on
the contrary, gives the faireft hold,
and {uffers an Antagonift to ufe his
full Setrength hand to hand, upon
even ground. : )
"Tisnot te-be imagin'd what ad-
vantage the Reader has, when he
can thus cope with his Author, who
is willing to come on a fair Stage
with him, and exchange the Tragick
‘Buskin for an eafier- and moré natu-
ral “Gate and Habit.  Grimace and
“Tone are mighty Helps to Impofture.
-~ And many aformal Piece of Sophif-
try holds proof under a fevere Brow,
‘which wou'd not pafs under an eafy
S one,
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one. “Twas the Saying of an an-
tient Sage, © That Humour was the
“ only Teft of Gravity: and Gra-
“ vity of Humour. For a Subject -
¢« that wou'd not bear Raillery, was
~ « fufpicious s and a Jeft that wou'd
« not bear a ferious Examination,
“ was certainly falfe Wie.”

But fome Gentlemen there are fo
full of the Spirit of Bigotry, and
falfe Zeal, that when they hear Prin-
, “ciples examin'd, Sciences and Arts
inquird into, and Matters of Im-
portance: treated with this Franknefs
of Humour, they imagine prefently
“that all Profeffions muft fall to the
ground, all Eftabli(hments come to
ruin, and nothing orderly or decent
be left tanding in the World.  They
fear, or pretend to fear, that Reli-
gion it felf will be endangerd by
‘this free Way ; and are therefore “as
much alarm’d at this Liberty in pri-
vate Converfation, and under pru-

| B 4 dent

"~
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dent ‘Management, as if i were:
grofly us'd in publick Company, or
Before the folemneft Affembly. But:
the Cafe, as 1 apprehend it, is far
different. For you are to remember
(my Friend) that I am writing to
~ you in defence only of the Liberty
of the Club, and of that fort of Free- .

- dom which is taken, amongft Gentle-
men and  Friends, who know one a-
nother perfectly well.  And that ’tis
natural for me to dcfend Liberty
 with_ this reftrition, you may. infer
from the very Notion I have of Li-
berty it felf. - .
“T'is furelya Violation of the Free-
dom of publick Affemblys, for any
one to -take the- Chair who is not
calldtoit, Tao ftart Quettions, or
manage Debates, which offend the
Publick Ear, is to be wanting in that
Refpet which is due to common
Society. Such Subjeéts fhou'd either
" potbetreated at all in publick, or in

fuch
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fuch a mainner as to occafion no
~ Scandal or Diftarbance, The Pub-
~ lick is not to be laughd at, to its
. Facé 3 or foroldof its Follys, as to
make it think it felf contemn’d.
And what is contrary to good Breed-
ing,- is inthis refpect as contrary to
Liberty. It belongs to Men of fla-
vifh Principles, to affe&t a Superiority
over the Vulgar, and to defpife the
Multitude. ‘The Loversof Mankind,
refpet’ and - honour Conventions
and Societys-of Men. And in mix'd
Company and Places, where Men
ate met promifcuoufly, on account
of Diverfion or Affairs, ’tis an Im-
pofition and Hardthip to force ’em
to hear what they diflike, and to
treat of Matters ina Diale&, which
many who are prefent have perhaps: -
been never usd to. “Tis a breach
of the Harmony of publick Con-
vetfation, to take things in fuch a
high Key, asis above the common
a L Reach,
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Reach; puts others to filence, and
robs them of their Privilege of Turn.
But as to private Society, and what
paffes in fele& Companys, where
Friends meet knowingly, and with
* that very defign of exercifing their

“Wit, and looking freely into all Sub-
jecs 5 I fee no pretence for any one
to be offended at the way of Rail-
lery and Humour, which is the very
~ Life of fuch Converfations; the on-

ly thing which makes good Com-
pany, and frees it from the Forma-
};ty of Bufinefs, and the Tutorage
and Dogmaticalnefs of the Schools.

. TO return therefore to our Ar-
gument. If the beft of our mo-

dern ‘Converfations are apt to run
o *dfé]ﬂy.upon Trifles 5 ‘if rational Dif-
.courfes (efpecially thofe of a deeper
Speculation) have loft their Credi,
‘and are.in difgrace becaufe of their
: Formality 5 there is reafon for more
Sl o Allowance

\ .
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Allowance in the way of Humour
and Gaiety.  An eaficr Method of
treating thefe Subjects, will make ’em
more agreeable and familiar. To
difpute a%)out ‘em, will be the fame
as about other Matters. They need
not fpoil good Company, or take
~ from the Eafe or Pleafure of a po:
lite Converfation. And the oftner
thefe Converfations are renew’d, the
better will be their Effe. - We fhall
grow better Reafoners; - by reafoning
pleafantly, and at our eafe ; taking
iip, or laying down thefe Subjecs as
we fancy., - So that upon the whole,
I muft own to you, I cannot be fcan-
daliz’d at the Raillery you took no-
tice of, nor atthe Effect it had upon
our Company. The Humour was
agreeable, and the pleafant Confu-
fion which the Converfation ended
‘in, is"at this time as pleafant to me
upon Refletion; when I confider,
that inftead of being difcourag'd
_— 1 - from
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from rcfummg the Debate, we were
fo much' the readier to meer again
atany time, and difpute upon the
fame Subje@s, even with more Eafc
and Satisfaction than before. o
~ We had been a-long while enter-
tain'd, you.know, upon the Subject
of Moralzty and Religion. * And amidft
the different Opinions which were
ftarted and maintain’d by feveral of
the Partys, with a great deal of Life
and Ingenuity ; one or other wou'd
every now and then take the Liber-
ty to appeal to CommMON SENSE,
Every one allow’d the Appeal, and
was willing to ftand the Trial,
one but was aflur'd Common Sen[e
wou'd juftify him.  Buc when Iffu
was join'd, and the Caufe examin'd
" at the Bar, there cou'd be no Judg-
ment given. The Partys however
were not lefs forward in renewing
their Appeal, on the very next occa-
fion that prefented. No one wou'd
' offer
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P et P

oﬂ'et to call “the Aurhonty of the
~ Court in queftion 5 till 2 Gentlemian,
whofe good undcrﬁandmg Was ne-
“ver 'yet doubted of, defird the Com-
‘pany very gtavely, that they wou'd

tcll him what Common Senfe'was. -
“If by the word Senfe’- we were to
undcrﬂa.nd "Opinion dnd’ Judgment
and by the word common- the Genera-
lity or any conﬁdcrablé“part of Man-
kind, ‘twou'd “be hard, "hé -faid; to
‘difcover whete the Sub jedt of coms
‘mon Senfecou'dlie. - For that which
was ‘accotding to the Senfe of one
Part of ‘Mankind, was againft ithe
Senf'e of anotherx And “the Ma-.
]Otlt were “to determine common
Senfe,” it wou'd changc ‘as -often as
Men dhangd ““Thar ’Whlcl'l' was’ ac-
j¢otrdmg to- ommon ' Senfe ‘to day,
~wou'd be the contrary to morrow,

or foon after. -

" But notwnhﬂ:andmg thc dnﬂ‘ercnt
Judgments of ‘Mankind in'moft Sub-
jects,

!



30 . n ESSAY on the Freedom

jects, . chere Werc fdmc__\however in
which‘twas {ippos'd they all agreed,
and had the fame Thoughts.in comy-
raon——The Queftion” was ask’d
full Where 2§ For whasever. was of
“ any moment, twas, {uppos'd, might
. be reduc'd ‘under the head of Re-
“_ ligion; fPolzcy, or Morals:,.
;, " Of ‘the. Differences -in Re 111.-
, ,GION ‘there 'was no -occafion o
& fpeak : theiCafe was fo well known -
,‘,‘ to all,-and fo fcelmgly underftood
« by Chnﬂ:lans, in particular, among
£ themfelves. They had made found
¢\ Experiment upon one" - another 5
- % gach Party, in their curn, * No:En-
& deavours-had been wanting onthe
« fide of any particular Sect.: Whlch~
« ever chancd to have ‘the Powex;,
« faxld not of putting, all means, in
‘..executipn, -to make thar private
“ Senfe the publick one. * But allin
“ vain. Common Senfe was as hard
<« fill to determme as Catholack orOr-
< thodox.

.ﬂ,
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“ thodox. - What with one was in-
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‘ .was of eafy Comprehenfion. What
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conceivable Myflery, to anothet

“. to one was Abfurdity, to another

was Demonlftration.: -

% Asfor PorLicy; ‘What Senfe

or whofe ¢ou’d be call'd common,
was equally 2 Queftion. If plain
Britifh or Dutch Senfe were righr,
Turkyfh and French Senfe muft cer-

¢ tainly’ be very wrong. -And as
¢ .mere . Nonfenfe as :Paflive- Obe-
¢ dience feem’d to fome. of us ; we
. founditto be-the common Senfe
+of a2 great-Party amonglt our

<«

{elves, a,gseater. Party in Hurope, -

and. perhaps the greateft Parc of
all the World befides; . . -

¢ As -for,-MoiRALss ‘the Vdiffc‘-

rence, if poffible, was ftill wider.
For without confidering the Opi-
nions and Cuftoms of the many

barbarous and illiterate Nations ; .

we faw that even the few whohad
‘ “ attain'd

- ——— —
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“ attain’d ‘to riper:Letters, and: to
% Philofophy, cow'd:never as.yet
“ ‘agree on oneand the fame Syftem,
“ or acknowledg the’ fahe moral
“ Principles. And{ome even of out
“ moft admir'd mddetn Philofophers
¢ had. fairly-told ‘us;: that Pirtue and
“ Vice'had, - after'all, no othet Law
% ‘ot Meafure, than smere Fuﬂridni and
“Vogue” oL T
Te miglit- have “appear’d. péfha?é
unfair in our Friends, had they treated
‘ohly the graver Subjets in this man-
ner's and fuffer’d ‘the lighter to efe
cape.  For'in lthe‘%aycri Parcof Life; -
.ourFollys are as folemn as in the
:more ferious. - The favle is, we car-
ry the Laugh but half+way.. The falle
“Earneft is ndicul’d, but the falfe Feft
paffes fecure, and becomes as erranc
‘Deceit as the other. . Our Diverfions,
. “our Plays, our Amufements become
~ ifolemn.  We dream of Happineffes,
-and Poffeflions, and Injoyments in
b . 4 \ which
\

"
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which we have no Underftanding, no
Certainty ; and yer we purfue thefe
4s: the beft known and ‘mof¥ cettain
things in" the World. © Thert is no-
thing {o--foolith- and deluding 4$ 4
pz’zrtia%;Syc‘epticif»t."i For ' whilft - the
Doubt 15 caft ohly on-one fide, the
Cetdity grows {o fhiuch ftronger b1
the other.  Whil& only oné.Fice of
Folly!appears - ridicalous,” thé ‘pther

- grows more folemn’ and decéiving.
Bt twaénot thius with our Friends.
They [éem’d bettet Criticks, and more
ingeni6us, dnd fair’in their way of
queftioning receiv'd Opinions, “and
expofing - the Ridicule of -Things.
And if you will allow e to carryon-
their Hamdur, 1 will ventute to mak¥
‘the Expénment throughout ; and try-
what cértain’ Khowledg-or Affiirarice’
of thingé" may ‘be recover'd,” i that.
- very ‘way," by whichr all Certaincy,
you thought, was loft, and'an end- -
?éﬁ;&reﬂit:fai introduc’d, - - - - I B
il _ ‘ F
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TF Ja, Native of Enirtoria
wege, on. 3 fudden_tranfported. into
Eurorg, and plac'dcitheras P aris.
or VENICE atza time of . Carnival,
when the general Face of Mankind
was difguisd, apd almoft every Creaa
ture. wore 3 Mask y; tis probable he
wou'd for fome time be at.a ftand,
¢er he difcoverd the Cheat 5 not,
imagining that a: whole, People
cou'd, be fo fantaftical, as_upon A=

greement, ar an: appointed time, to.
tansform: themfelves by a Variety of
Fiabifs, a0d mske ic @ folemn Prac-
tice to impofe on one another, by this
‘univerfal Confufion of Characters.
and Perfons. . . Tho he might at firft -
have look’d .on this with.a ferious,
Eye, it wou'd be hardly poffible  for,
him'to hold his Countenance, when
he had perceivid what was carrying
on.” The EuroPEANs, on their,

Ty i - t 7 fide,

A
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fide; mightlaugh perhaps ac chis Sim-
plicity. ‘Butour Ernioe1an wou'd
cerfainly laugh with better: reafon.
“Tis.eafy to fee which of the two
wou'd ‘be ridiculous. - .For he 'who
laughs; and is himfelf. ridiculous,
bears:a. .double fhare - of: Ridicule.
Howgvér, fhou'd it fo happen, that
in - the. Tranfport of Ridicule our
Ernrorran, having his Head ftill
- running . upon’ Musks, and :kx'xow}ng
nothing of the fair Complexion an
commion Drefs of the EuroPEANS;
{hou'd upon the fight -of a natural
Face and Habit, laugh juft as heartily
as -before ; wou'd not he in his cun
become ridiculous, by carrying the
~ Jeft 0o far; when by -a filly Pre-
funription he took Natwre for mere
Art, and miftook perhaps a Min of
Sobriety: and Senfe for .one of thofe
ridiculoys Mummers ?. S
" Thére was a time when Men were
. ‘acconntable only for their Aciors
Los T C 2 and
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" and Behaviour. ‘Their Opinions were

lefe to- themfelves. They had Li-
berty to.differ in thefe, as in their
Faces. Every one took the Air and
Look which was natural to him.. But
in procefs of time, it was thought
decent to mend Mens Countenances
and render their intelleétual Com-

plexions - uniform .and of a. fort.

Thus the Magiftrate becarme 2 Dreffer;

and in his turn was drefs'd too 5 when
he had given up his Power to a new
Oxder. of Tire-men.” ‘But tho it ‘'was
agreed that there was.only one certain
and true Drefs, one fingle peculiar Air,
to which it was néceflary all People
fhow'd conform ; yet the Mifery was,

chat neither the Magiftrate, nor the |

Tiresmen themfelves,” coud: refolve,

which of the various Modes was the

exalt true one. Imagine now, -what

the Effe@ of this muft needs bes

‘when Men became perfecuted thus on

every fide about their 4ir and Fedtmc’l
, | - an
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'3nd wére put ‘to their fhifts how to
adjuft and compofe ‘their Mein, ac-

. cording to the Mode; when a thou-
fand Models, a thoufand Patterns of

Drefs:were curtent, and alter'd every

.now and then, upon occafion, accor-

dingto Fafhion and the Humour of the
Times. ~Judg whether Mens Coun-
tenances were not like to grow con-

Atrain’d,and the ratural Vifage of Man-
~kind, by this Habit, diftorted, con-
.vuls'd, and render'd hardly knowable.

Buit as unnatural or artificial as the -

geneml Face of Things may have

éen ‘renderd by this unhappy Care
of Drefs, and Over-Tendernefs for
the Safety of Complexions 5 we muft

~ not: therefore imagine . that all Faces
ate alike befmear’d or plaifter’d. All
is not Fucus, or mere Glofs. Nor is

the Face of Truch lefs fair and beau-
tiful, for all the counterfeit Vizards
which have been put upon her. We
muft remember the Carnival, and what

| C3 the
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the Oc¢cafion has been of this wild
Congoutfe: and Medly : who:witre
the. Infticutors - of -it 1 - and - to what
~end--Men; ‘were thus fer-27 work
and amws'd.. \We may. laugh: i
«ciently atthe original Cheat; -and,
if} picy-will fuffer bis,” we may - make
.our folvesidiverfion enough with. the
Folly-and Madnefs.of. thofe who are
thus caught, 'and-. pra&tis'd ‘on;-by
thefe Impoftures, - But we thuft re-
mémber, iwithal our' Exaiopian,
and - beware, -left.. by taking . plain
Nature: for: a Vizard, w,é?%ec,ome
gope. ridiculous - than the - People
whom we ridicule.”. . 0T
i~ Had it been -your: Fortune my
Friend!) to haveclivid-in Asra ar
- the rfime ‘when_ the-MacGt by -an
cegregious Imipofture got pofleflion of
“the Empire’; .no-doubr but you wou'ld
have had :a: deteftation of -the Aét::
And perliaps the ety Pérfons of: the
Men might have;grown {o- odioiis to

' you,
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you, that: after ‘all the' Cheats ‘and
Abufes :they.- had ' committed, - you.
mighr have leen ‘em’ difpatch’d with
as relentlefsan eye as our later: Esuro-
peancAnceltors faw the Deftru@ion of
aclike politick 'Bodyr of Conjurers,
the Kuutbts. Templarsy who were ‘al-
moft becdme an Qver-Match for the
Civil:Sovereign. Your Irndignation
.perhaps ‘might have carry'd-you ro °
‘propofe the '.raz‘infgf* all Moaaments
and :Memorials- of thefe -Magicians.
“You might have refolvid not to leave
fo :miich’ as their Houfes ftanding.
Buc if it had happen’d thar thefe Ma-
gicians, in "the ume of their Domi-
nion,” had made any ColleQion: of
Books," or-had compil'd any: them- -
Afelves,. in: which ‘‘theyhad treated of
Philofophy, “or Morals, or any other
. Science, or Part of Learning 3 wou'd
you have: catry’d: your Refentment
{o far as'to have:extirpated thefe. al-
fo, and condemn’d. every . Opinion

- C 4. or
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orDedkrine, which'they had efpous’d;
forsng other reafdn.than merely by-.
canfe ‘théy had tfpous'd-it 2 - Hardly 2
Soxryidn, a2, TARTAH, br a
‘Goxy, woud dét or: redlon fo:ab-
{nedly. - Much;lofé wou'd you. Ly
- Friendl) have carty'd on this :M i~
~ GorBONY, or Prieft-Maflacre, with
fuch: 2 barbarous Zeal.: Fof, in
good earneft; to deftroy-~a Philofo-
phy inhatred to-a Man, is as etrant
& Tartar-Notion, as to deftroy or
mupider 2 Man'.ih:order to- ;plunder
hini, of “his Wit,” and. 'get:.the Inheri-
tance.of his Underftanding; - % .
-+ vhuft - confefs indeed; "that had
the Inftitutions; . the Statutes, and Rex
guldtions ofthis antient- Hierarchy,
been.all of éem refembling: the - fun-
damental ane, of - the Order: it felf,
they might with a.great deal.of Juf-
e have been- fupprefs'd ;- For:-one
.¢an't without fome._abhorrence read

. Num

" that Law -of thejrs 5




T Wik Frer. g1

 Nam Magus ex Matre ¢ Gnato. naf-
Lo catur-ppgrtet. . T oe.dh 0T
- But the Conjurers (a5, we'l rather
fuppofe) having confider'd that they
~ oughtin their Principle:to, appear as
fair as poffible to the Wosld, the bet-
zer to conceal their Pratice, found it
highly for their Intereft- to. efpoufe
fome excellent.. morpl. Rules; and
-efablifh the “very beft Maxims:of -
.this kind!- They .thought it for therr
‘advantage perhaps, on their firft fec-
" ting out, to'tecommend the greateft
Purity of Religion, the greateft in-
tegrity of Life and Manners. They
- .may perhaps-too; in general, have
‘preach’d up Charity and Good-will.
‘They may, for the moft part, have
_fet to view the faireft Face of Humap
- Nature ; and together with their By-
_Laws, and Political Inftitutions, they -
.may have. incerwove, the hpne&c(fyt
] ' Morals
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Morals and be{’c Do&nne in the
World: ST

How therefore ﬂaoudWe have be-
hav'd our felves in this Affair2 Hew
Thoi'd we have cicry'd oli f'eresr.o-
wards this’ Order” c}fl Men, ‘af; the

time of: thé“Difcover)) of their Cheat,

"and Rum' ‘o6 ‘bheir Eihplre > Shou’ d
“Wé have" fzﬁ‘ﬁnx to - work mﬁandy

wnh thef’ Syﬁ‘ems, feaek at atl cheir

O 1mons ‘an& ‘Dobtines wn:houc
diffinéion; ianid “eredtcdia contrary
?hllofbphy iritheit- Teeth?- Shou'd
we have Howi‘at €very Teligiots and
Frigral” PtthlPIe, deny’devery - nidtu-
¥a] ‘and™ Foélai AEeéhbn an’d ¥én-
ﬁetel Meén: -aé! much Welves as ‘wis

fﬁblc todne! ahother, whd{k we
deferib dem: iﬁuch an‘d endeavord
‘t& make ‘themi fee themfclves by- far
more: monftrous and: corrupt than

'thh the worft: ‘Intentions it  was eveér

woflible for the worlt of ‘em to -be-
come“’—»——-u-Thﬁ you'l: fay,: doubr;
| Jefs

SO
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lefs’ wou'd- have been a- ety pres
poftetons Part} and cou'd nevet havea
beencaéted bupby mean Spirits, fuch
as thad been held-itt awe,: 2nd - overs,
frigheed By the Madr: 21 1D
2. And yet an able.and witty Philgt
phet of our Nation ‘was; we. know}
of - late Years; " fo poffels’d ‘with a
Hortour of thisrkind, that both wick
réfpect to -Politicks and>Morals,: ke
directly a&ed in this Spirit of ' Muffi:
od - The Fright he took upon thé -
Sight of the:then govetning Powers,
3 W‘%o ‘onjuftly affum’d the! Authority
of the People, ‘gave him fuch an -
Abhorrence -¢f “all popular Goverri-
ment, and ‘of the very ‘Notion of
‘Liberty ic felf; that to extinguifh it
for ever, he recommends the very
éxtinguithing of Letters, “and ex-
horts Princes not to fpare {o much as
arfantiént RomMaN or GREEx Hif
torian.——I5 not this in “truth fome-
what Gothick ¢~ And has “sot our
P Philofo-
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Philofopher, in appearance, fomething
of the-Sarage, that he fhou'd ufe Phr:
lofophy-and Learninig:as the Scv-
TH1ANs are faidtohave usd A Na-
cuarsts andothérs; for. having vie
ficed the Wife of GREETE,; andlearne
the ‘Manners- of a polite People?.: .
. HisQuarrel witlix‘) Religion was the
fame,} asi with Liberty.! The :{ameé
Times.gave him:the famie Terror ‘in
~ this other kind: . He hdd nothing be-
fore his Eyés but the Ravage of En»
thufiafin, - dind the Arifice of thofc;

who . 1aisd-and conduéted that Spi-
git. - -And the good fociable Man,
as favage and -unfociable as-he wou'd
‘make himfelf and. all Mankind ap-
pear by his Philofophy,”expos'd him-

~ felf during his Life,” and took the

ntmoft Pains, that after his Death
. we might be deliverd from the oc-
cafion of -thefe Terrours. : He did
his utmoft to fhew us, that both.in
Religion and Morals.we were im-
S ‘ posd




Py o= N,

 of Wit ‘and Humour.. 4y

posd on by our-Govemnors ;. . that
there was nothing which by Nature
inclin'd us either way ; nothing
which naturally drew us to the Love
of what was without, or beyond our
felves. Tho the Love of fuch great
T'ruths and Sovereign Maxims as he
imagin’d thefe to be, made him, the
mol%’ laborious of all Men in com-
pofing Syftems. of this kind for our
Ule; and forc'd him, notwithftand-
ing his natural Fear, to run conti-
nually the higheft risk of being -a
Martyr for ourDeliverance. |

. Give me leave therefore ' (my
Friend!) on this occafion, to prevent
your Serioufnefs, and affure you; -
that there is no fuch mighey Danger
as we are apt to’ ima?n’e‘ from thefe
fierce” Profecutors of Superftition,
whoarefo jealous of every religious
or moral Principle. Whatever Sa-
vages they may appearin Philofophy,
they are in their common Capacity

} as
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as Civil -Perfons, > as one can ‘wifh.
 Their free .communicating of their
Principles: may witnefs for them.
“Tis the height of Sociablenefs to
be thus friéendly and communicative.
If the Principles indeed were con»
ceal’'d from ‘us, and made a Myftery 5
they might - become confiderable.
Things are often made {o, by being
kept as Secréts of a. Set or Party
and ‘nothing helps ‘this.:more :thia
the Antipathy and Shynefs of -a contra-
ry Party. ~If we fall prefently into
Horrours, and Confternation; - upon
. the.  hearing - Maxims which . are
thought : poifonous 5 we are in no-Dife
~ pofition taufe that familiar and -eafy
Part of Reafon, which is: the bcf{
ntidote. - “The>only Poifon :to - Rea-
fon; is Paffian. - For- fallfe Reafoning
is foon redrefs'd, - where ‘Paffion 1s
removd. But if the very hearing
certain . Pfopofitions, .of Philofophy
is fufficient to move our. Paflien’;
: ' tis
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e = e e v o

‘tis. plain, i the - Poifon- has. already
gaind on us,, and .we ait -effectually
prevented in-the ufe. of ! our reafon
ng Faculey,, 7 o 0
.. Were it not for the Prejudices -of
this kinds; what thou'd-hinder us
f,};qm diversing our felves: with the
Eancy ' of -one - of thefe:modern - a}.
formers. we. have, been. fpeaking of »
What {howd we fay to_ an¢ of .thefe
Mnti- Zealots, - who, - in - the-Zeal -of
fuch 2 .cool - Philofophy, fhow'd:afv
fure. us faithfully, ; “ That -we werer
“ the moft: miftaken, Men. “in. the
““ World,  to imagine thére was any’
“ fuch Thing as_patural® Faith’ .o
+ ¢ Juftice 2 For_ that it. was -enly’
*Force and Power -which conftituted
“ Right. - That there. was; no fuch’
¢¢_thing in reality as Virtue; no Prin--
« ciple of Order in things above, -or
“ belowy no fecret Cbarm or Force
“ of Nature, bY which ,ﬁv’ety one

“ was made -to operdte willingly-or”

-

¢ unwillingly

. A
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“ uanllmgly tbwards publick Good;
“ and puniflid, - and" totmented ° iB
““he did - otherwile.”——Is ' not: thig
the very Charm it felf? Is not the Gerie
* dleman at chiSiftanc undet the powcr
of it 2 ——%Sirl “The Pl'uloﬁaph
| "you have condefcended'to reveal o’
€ us s moft extraordinaty. We are’
“"beholdento ‘you for your Trftrige-
ton. Bue, %ray, ‘wherice is" this
“t.:Zeal in our “behalf > What are e
“to You? Are You our Father 2 O¢'
“ if You :wete, why this Concern
“ for Us 2T there thent fiich a thing
“_as natural Affeflion 2 If not; why
“ all this Pains,” why all “this Dan-
“ ger on our account 2 Why not’
““ keep this Secret to Your felf > of
“’ what ufe is it to You,-to take us’
““out of the Cheat 2 The'more are’
“:kept in it, the better. "Tis direét-
« . ly againft Your Intereft to unde-.
" ceive Us, and- let ‘us ‘know thiat
only anatc Intereft governs You,

‘. o o .“ and
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“ and that norhindg-l nobler, or of a
““ larger kind, fhou'd govern us,
~“ whom you converfe with. Leave
“ us to our felves, and to that 4
“ by which we are happily tam’d,
“ and renderd thus mild and fhecpifh.
“ *Tis not fit we fhou’d know thae
by Nature we are all Wolves. Isic
“ poffible that one who has really
« difcoverd himfelf fuch, fhoud
“ take painsto cummunicate fuch a
“ Difcovery ?” ‘

IN reality (my Friend!) a fevere
Brow may well be fpar'd on this oc-
cafion ; when we are put thus -upon
the Defence of common Honefty, by
fuch fair honeft Gentlemen, who are
in Practice {o different from what
they wou'd appear in Speculation.

naves 1 know there are in Notion
‘and Principle, as well as in Prattice:
who thirk all Honefty as well as
Religion a mere Chear ; and, by a

D very
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very confiftent reafoning, have, re-
folv'd deliberately to do all that by
Power or Art they are able, for their
private  Advantage. But fuch as
thefe never open themfelves in Friend-
thip to others. They have no fuch
Paffion for Truth, or Love for
Mankind. They have no Quarrel
with Religion, or Morals 5 but know
what ufe to make of both, upon
occafion. If they difcover their
Principles, 'tis never but at unawares.
They are fure to preach Honefty,
‘and go to Church. )
On the other fide, the Gentlemen
- for whom I am apologizing, cannot
however be call'd Hypocrites. They
fpeak as ill of themfelves as they
poflibly can. . If they have hard
‘Thoughts of Human Nature ; 'tis a
proof ftill of their Humanity, that
they give fuch Warning to the World.
If they reprefent Men by Nature
treacherons and wild, 'tis out of Care

4 for




—

of Wit and Humour. ' 51

- for Mankind ; left by being too tame

and trufling, they fhou'd eafily be
caught. -

Impoftors naturally 'fpcak the beft

" of Human Nature, that they may

the eafier abufe it. Thefe Gentle-

‘men on the contrary {peak the worft,

and had rather they themfelves thou'd
be ill thought of, with the reft, than
that 4 Fawr {hou'd by Impofture pre-
vail over the Many. ~ For ‘tis Opinion
of Goodnefs that creates Eafinefs of
Truft : and by Truft we are be-
tray'd to Power ; our very Reafon be-
ingthus captivated by thofe in whom
we come infenfibly to have an impii-
cit Faith.  But fuppofing one ano-
ther to be by Nature fuch very Sa-
vages, we fhall take care to come
lcé in one another's Power : and ap-
prehending Power to be infatiably co-

- veted by all, we {hall the better fence

againt the Evil ; not by giving all
into one hand (asthe Champion of
D 2 ~ this
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this Caufe wou'd have us) but by a
right Divifion and Ballance of Power,
and by the Reftraint of good Laws
and Limitations, which may fecure
- the publick Liberty.

Shou’d you therefore ask me,
whether I really, thought thefe Gen-
tlemen were fully Pcr%uadcd of the
Principles they fo often advance in
- Company : I fhoud tell you, that

tho I wou'd not abfolutely arraign

the Gentlemens Sincerity ; yet there

was fomething of My{’cery in the

Cafe, more than was imagin'd. The

Reafon perhaps why Men of Wit

. delight fo much to efpoufe thefe

paradoxical Syftems, is not in truth

that they are fo fully fatisfy’'d with

’em 5 but that they ma‘{ the better
.. oppofe fome other Syftems, which

* by their fair Appearance have help'd,
they think, to bring Mankind under
Subjection.  They imagine that by
this general  Scepticifm, which they

B wou'd

e
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wou'd introduce, they fhall better
deal with the dogmatical Spirit which
prevails in fome particular Subjefls.
And when they have accuftomd
. Men to bear Contradition: in the

main, and hear the Nature of Things
difputed of, atlarge; they coriclugc
it may be fafer to argue feparately,
upon certain Points in which they
are not fo well fatisfy'd. So that
~ from hence perhaps you may ftill bet-
ter apprehend why, in Converfation,
the Spirit of Raillery prevails fo much,
and Notions are taken up for no rea-
fon befides theirbeing odd, and out of
the way. | |

+ BUT let who will condemn the
Humosr : For my own part, I am in
no fuch apprehenfion from this fcep-
tical kind of Wit. Men indeed may,
ina ferious way, be.fo wrought on,
and confounded, by different Modes
of Opinion, different Syftems and
| D3 Schemes
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Schemes im{os’d by Authority, that they
may wholly lofe all Notion or
Comprehenfion of Truth. I can ea-
fily .apprehend what Effe@ we has
over- Mens Underftandings. . I can
very: well fuppofe: Men may - be
frighted out o}g their Wits ¢ But I
have no apprehenfion they fhou'd
be laugh’'d out of “em. T can have
no fufpicion that' in a pleafant way
f_theyi.'ﬁ)ou’d. be rtalk’d out of their
Love for Society, or reafon’d out of
comman, Senfe... A mannerly Wit can

hurt no Caufe that I am concern’d

for: And Philofophical Speculations,

‘politely manag'd, can never furely

render us more unfociable or uncivi-
liz’d. . ‘This is not the Quarter from
whence I can poffibly expe&t an In-
r0ad of Savagene(s and. Barbaricy.
And by the b‘e& of my Obfervation,
T have learnt, that Virtue is never
fuch a Sufferer by being contefted, as
by being betray'd. My Fear is not fo
s “much
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‘much fromi its witty ntagonifts who
give it Exercife, and put it on 1ts
Defence, as~from its tender Nurfes,
who are apt to over-lay it, and kill -
jt, with Excefs of Care and Che-

rifhing. |
"1 have known a Building, which
by the Officioufnefs of the Work-
men has been_fo fhor'd, and forew'd
up, on the fide where they pretended
it had a Leaning, that it has at laft
been turn’d the contrary way, and
overthrown. There ‘has fomething
perhaps of this kind happen'd in M-
rals. Men have not been contented
" to fhew the natural Advantages of
Honeftyand Virtue. They have ra-
ther leffen’d thefe, the {cucr, as
they thought, to advance another -
Foundation. They have made Vir-
tue fo mercenary a Thing, and Hhave
talk’d fo much of -its Rewards, that -
one can hardly tell what there is in it,
after all, that can be worth rewarding.
D 4 For
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For to be brib'd only, or terrify’d ina
~ to an honeft Pra&ice, befpeaks little
of real Honefty or Worth, We may
make, it’s true, whatever Bargain we
think fit; and may beftow in favour
- what Overplus we ‘pleafe. But there
¢an be no Excellence or Wifdom jn
voluntarily rewarding wha is neicher
cltimable nor deferving,  And if
Virtue be not really eftimable in i
felf, I can fee nothing effimable jn
following it for the fake of 4 Bargain,

If the Love of doing Good, be
not, of it felf, a good and right In.
clination 5 I know not how there
can be fuch a thing as Goodnefs or
Virtue.  If the Inclination be right
tis 3 perverting of it, tq apply it
folely to the Reward, and make us
conceive fuch Wonders of the Grace
and Favour that is to attend V irtue;
when there is fo lictle fhewn of the
- intrinfick Worth or Value of the

Thing ic felf. | ,

| I
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e

1 cowdbe almoﬁtcmp;cdto thihk, |

that the true Reafon why fome of
the moft Heroick Virtues have fo
little notice taken of ’em in oyr
Holy Religion, is becaufe there wou'd
have been no room left for Difinte-
reftednefs, had they been intitled to
a fhare of . that infinite Reward,

-which Providence has by Revelation

aflign'd to other Dutys. Private
Friendfpip, and Zeal for the Publich,
and our Country, are Virtues purely
voluntary in a Chriftian, They are
no effential Parts of his Charity.  He
is not fo ty'd to the Affairs of this
Life ; nor is he oblig'd to enter into
{fuch Engagements with this World,
as are ofg no help to him in acquiring
a better. His Converfation is in
Heaven. Nor has he occafion for
{uch fupernumerary Cares or Em.
‘baraflments here on Earth, as may

-obftru&t his way thither, or recard

him in the careful Task of working

i out
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out his own Salvation. - If neverthe.
lefs any Portion of Reward be re-
ferv’d hereafter for the generous Part
of a Patriot,- or that of a thorow
Friend 5 this is ftill behind the Cur-
tain, and happily eonceald from
us ; that we may be the more de-
ferving of -it, when it comes. -

It appears indeed under the Jewifh
* Difpenfation, that each of thefe Vir-
tues had their illuftrious Examples,
and were in fome manner recom~
mended- to us as honeurable, and
worthy our Imitation. Even Saur
himfelf, as ill aPrince as he is repre-
- fented, appears both living and dy-
ing to have been refpected and prais'd
for the Love he bore his native
Country. And the Love which was
fo remarkable between his Son and
his Succeffor, gives us a noble View
of a diﬁntercf?ed Friendfhip, at leaft
on one fide. But the heroick Vir-
tue of thefe Perfons had only the

| ~ common,
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common Reward of Praife attributed
to it, and cou'd not claim a future
Recompence under a Religion which
taught no future State, nor exhibited
any Rewards or Punifhments, befides
fuch as were Temporal, and had re-
fpect to the written Law,

And thus the Jews as” well as Hea-
thens were left to their Philofophy, to
be inftruéted in the fublime part of
Virtue, and induc’'d by Reafon to
that which was not injoin’d ’em by
Command. No Premium or Pe-
nalty being inforc’d in thefe Cafes,
the difinterefted Part fubfifted, the

Virtue was a free Choice, and the Mag-

nanimity of the A& was left intire.

" He that wou'd be generous, had the

Means. He that wou'd love 2
Friend, or ferve his Country at the
expence of his Life, might do it on
fair Terms. DuircE ET pEco-
rRuM Bst was his fole Reafon.
“Twas Inviting and Becoming. *Twas

: Good

-
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Good and Honeft. And that this is
ftill 2 good Reafon, and according
to Common Senfe, 1 will-endeavour to
fatisty you. - For I thou'd think my
felf very ridiculous to be angry wit

any one for thinking me. difhoneft;
if I cou’d give no account of my
Honefty, nor fhew upon what Prin.

éiple I differ'd from' 4 Knave.

-~ THE" Roman Satyrift ma‘y be

thought more than ordinarily fatyri.
cal, when fpeaking of the Nobility
and Court, heis fo far from allowing
them to be the Standard of Polite.
nefs and good Senfe, that he makes
‘em in 2 manner the Reverfe.

. Rarus enim ferme Senfus communis
in 13 a

Fortyn&————-

Some
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. Some of the moft ingenious Com.
mentators, however,interpret this very
differently from what is generally ap.
prehended.  They make this Common
Senfe of the Poet’s, by a Greek De-
rivation, to fignify Senfe of Publick
Weal, and of the Common Intereft 5°
Love of the Community or Society,
Natural Affection, Humanity, Obli-
‘gingnefs, or that fort of Gvility
- which rifes. from 2 juft Senfe of the
common - Rights of Mankind, and the
natural Equality there is amongft thofe
of the fame Species.

And indeed if we confider the
thing nicely, it muft feem fome.
what hard in the Poet, to have de-
ny'd Ability and Wit to a Court fuch
as thatof RomE, even under a2 T'1-
BERIUS, ora NERO. But for Hy-
manity, or Senfe of Publick Good, and
the common Intereft of Mankind, "twas
no fuch deep Satyr to queftion whe-
ther this was properly the Spirit of a.

‘ | Court.
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Court. 'Twas difhicult to apprehend
what Community fubfifted among Cour-
tiers : or what Publick between an
Abfolute Prince and his Slave-Sub-
~ je&s. And for real Society, there
cou'd be none between fuch as had
~ no other Senfe than that of private
Good. =~ . |

. Our Poet therefore feems not {o
immoderate in his Cenfure 5 if we
confider it is thé Flart, rather than
" the Head, he takes to task : when
refle¢ting on a Court-Education, he
thinks it unapt to raife any Affection
towards a Country ; and . looks upon
young Princes, and ‘Lords, as the
young Mafters of the World; who
being indulg'd in all their Paffions,
and train’d up in all manner of Li-
centioufnefs, have that thorow Con-
tempt and Difregard of Mankind,
which Mankind in 2 manaer deferves,
where Arbitrary Power is permitted,

~ and a Tyranny adord. ,
- Hec
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Hec [fatis ad Fuvenem, quem nobis
- fama [uperbum
. Tradit, & inflatum, plenumgqiie Ne-
rone propinguo.

A publick - Spirit can come only
from a focial Feeling-or Senfe of Part-
nerfbip - with Human Kind. Now
there are none fo far from being Part-

_ners in this Senfe, or Sharers in this

common Affetion, as they who fcarce-
ly know an Equal, nor confider them-
fZlvcs, as fubject to any Law of Fel-
low[bip or Community. And thus Mo-
rality and. good Government go to-
gether. There is no real Love of
Virtue, without the Knowledg of
Publick. Good., And where Abfolute.

Power is, there is no PusLick.
They- who live under 2 Tyrammy,
and have learnt to admire its Power
as Sacred and Divine, are debauch’d
as much in their Religion, as in their-
Morals.
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Morals. Publick Good, according to

their Apprehenfion, is. as little the

Meafure or Rule of Goverriment in
the Univerfe, as in the State. They
have fcarce a Notion of what is Good
or Juft, but as Will and ®Power have
made it. Omnipotence, they think,

wou'd hardly be it {elf, were it not
at liberty to difpenfe with the Laws

of Equity, and change at pleafure
the Standard of moral Reéitude.
Bur notwithftanding the Prejudices
and Corruptions . of this kind, ’tis
lain there - is fomething flill of a
publick Principle, even where it is moft
perverted and deprefsd. The worft
of Magiftracys, the mere Defpotick kind,
can thew fufficient Inftances of Zeal
and Affe&ion towardsit. Where no

other Government is known, it fel-

dom fails of having that Allegiance
and Duty paid it, whichis owing to
a better Form. . The Faftern Coun-

trys,:gn_d many barbarous Nations,

have

e -

L N o .



_of Wit and Humonr. 65

hive been and fill are Examiples of
this kind. The perfonal Love they
bear their Princt, howevet fevere to-
wards them, may fhew how natural
 an Affection there 1s rowards Govern-
raént and Order ar‘n_‘oh% Mankind. * If
Men have reallytio publick Parent, no
Magiftrate in commion, {o_ cherifh
and proteét ‘em, they will ftill ima-
gine they have fuch 4 one; and, like
new-born' Creature§ that have never
feen theit ' Dam, will fancy ene for
themlelves, and apply (as by Nacure
prompted) to fome like Form, for .
Favour and Prote¢tion. 1Inthe room
of a true Fofter-Father, and Chief, they

will take after 4’ falfe one 5 and in the

- room of z legal Government and juf?

Prince, obey even a4 Tyram, and en-

duré 2 whole Lineage and Succeffion
- of fuch, o -

- Af for us Britrtons, thank
Heaven, we have a better Senfe of
Government deliver'd to us from cur
Anceftors. We have the Notion of

U E . A
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4 PuBrick, and 'k Co NSTITU-
T1ON 3 how 4 Legiflative, and how
an_Executive is model'd. . We under-
ftand Weight and Meafure in this
kind, and can reafon . juftly on the
" Ballance "of Power and Property.. The
Maxims we draw. from hence,  are as
evident as thofe in Mathematicks.. Our
increafing Knowledg fhews us. every
day, more and more, what Cou-
MON SENSE is in Politicks : . And
this muft of neceffity lead us. to un-
derftand a like Senfe in Morals. 5
which is the Foundation. . . . -
Tis ridiculous to fay, there is any
Obligation on Man to a& fociably,
or honeftly, in a form’d Govern-
ment anJ not in that which is call’d
the State of Nature. For, to fpeak in
the falhionable Language of our mo-
dern, Philofophy : . Society being
“ founded on a Compa ;.the Sur-
- render'made ;of every Man’s pris
**“vate unlimited Right,  into  the .
- hands of the Majority, or fuch as
PR N ffthc
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'« the Majority fhou'd appoint, was
“ of free Choice, and by a Promife.”
Now the Promife it felf was made in
* the State of Nature : And thac which
coud make a Promife obligatory in
the State of Nature, muft make al/
other Acts of Humanity as much
our real Duty, and natural Parr.
Thus Faith, Fuftice, Honefty and ¥ir-
tue, muft have been as early as the
State of Nature, or they cou'd ne-
-ver have been at all. * The Civil U-
nion, or Confederacy, cou'd -never -
make Right or Wrong; if they fub-
fifted not befote. 'He who was free

- to any Villany before his Contra&,

will, and ought to make as free with
his Contra&, when he thinks fi.
~ The natural Knave has the fame Rea-
foa to be a Civil one ; and may dif-
penfe with his Politick Capacity as
‘oft as he fees occafion : "Tis only his
Word ftands in his way.—~A Man is

obligd to keep bis Word. -~ Why ?
Becaule he has given his Word to keep
R E 2 | ot
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it—1Is not this 2 notable Account

of the Original of moral J uftice, and -

‘the Rife of Givil Government and
Allegiance ! - . . - .

. BUT topals by thefe Cavils of
a Philofophy, which fpeaks {o.much
of Nature with. fo lictle Meaning,;
~we may with Juftice furely place :it

as a Principle, & That if any; thing

¢ be naturl, 'in any Crearure,,0¢-any
“ Kind; 'tis that which is Preferva-
£ _tive .of. the, Kind it {¢lf, and con-

. .ducing vo its Welfare arid Support.” .
. HE t . upp

If in original apd pure :Nature, it be
Wiong to break:a' Promife, . or be
treacherous 51 tis, as, truly Waong to

bein any refpect:iphuman,. oy any

- way wanting 1n our natural part ro-’

wards Human Kind. .If Edting and
Drinking- be naturaly Heyding is. {o
© .too. Jf any Appetite or Senfe-be na-
- tural, -the Senfe of Fellowfbip is the

fame. - Jf there.be any thing of Na--

ture in that Affection which s be-
C ’ tween

e

- — . oria - el et
e Ct— -
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c e m e

tween the Sexes, the Affection is cer-
tainly as natural towards the confe-
quent ‘Oﬁ'sprig:g; and fo again be-
tween the Offspring themfelves, as
Kindred and Companions, bred un-
der the fame Difcipline and Oeco-
nomy. And thus a Clan or Tribe is
ftrait form'd; " Publick is.recog-.
niz’d: and befides the Pleafure found
in focial Entertainment, Language,
and Difcourfe, there is fo appa-
rent a Neceffity for continuing this
good Corrcfpondency and Union,
that to have no Senfe of this kind,
no Love of Country, Community, or
any thing in common, wou'd be the
fame as to be infenfible even of the
plaineft Means of Self-Prefervation,
and moft neceffary Condition of Self-
Enjoyment. N
How the Wit of Man fhou'd fo
puzzle this Caule, as to make Civil
Government and Society appear a -
kind of Invention, and Creature of
Art, I know not. For my own -part,
: "  FE 3 “methinks,
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methinks, this berding Principle, and
affociating Inclination, is feen fo na-

twral and ftrong in moft Men, that 3

one might readily affirm, ‘twas even
from the Violence of this Paffion that
fo much Diforder arofe in the general

Society of Mankind. | ,
~ Univerfal Good, or the Intereft of
the World in oceneral, is a kind of re-
mote Philc}éphical Obje.  That
greater, Commsnity falls not eafily under
the Eye. Nor is 2 National Intereft,
or that of a whole People, or Body
- Politick, fo readily apprehended. In
lefs Partys, Men may be intimately
converfant and acquainted with one -
another. They can there better tafte
“Society, and enjoy the common Good.
and Intereft of a more contradted
Publick. They view the whole
Compafs and Extent of their Com-
‘munity 5 and fee, and know, what
ic is they ferve, and to what end they
affociate” and confpire.  All Men have
naturally their thare of 'this combining
) ‘ ' Pl‘in—
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" Principle : and they who are of the
fprightlieft and moft active Faculeys,
~ have fo large a fhare of-it, that un-
lefs it' be happily directed by righe
Reafon, it' can never find Exercife
for it felf in fo remote a Sphere as
that of the Body Politick at large :
For here perhaps the thoufandth part
of thofe whoare ferv'd, are fcarce fo
much as known by fight. - No vifible
Band is form'd ; no ftriék Alliaitcé :
but the Conjunction is made with
different Perfons, Orders, and Ranks
- of Men ; not fenfibly, but m Idea :
according to that' general View ot
Notion of a State or Commonwealth,
Thus the focial Aim is difturb’'d,
* for want of certain Scope. Theclofe
Sympathy and confpiring Virtue is apt
- to'lofe it felf, for want of Direction,
in fo wide a Field. Nor is the Paf-
fion any where {o ftrongly felt, or

vigoroufly exerted, as in actual Confpi-

racy of War 5 in which the higheft Ge-

nius’.s are often known the forwardeft

\E4 to
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to cmipioy themfelves.: For the-noft
generous Spirits arg ch: moﬁ combj-
ning, and delight moft to move in
Concert, and fegf -(if- ] may fay fo)
in the ftrongeft manner, the foggx qf
the confedemtmg Charm.. +
"Tis Il'ra.ngc to -imagine that Ww,
whnch of all things appeass the moft
favagc, fhou'd be the Raflion of the
moft Heroick Spirits,. Bue dis in
War that; the Knot:of Fellow(hip- is
clo,ﬁ?ﬁ dsawn. . . Tis in War that
' rautual Succour is: moft given, mu-
tual Danger run, and common Affection
moft exerted and ¢mploy 'd.  For
Hersifm and. Philantbropy are -almoft
one and the fame. , Yet by a {mall
Mifguidance of the Affetion, a Lo-
ver of Mankind, becomes a Rava-
A Hero and Deliverer, be-
.comes an. Oppteflor and Deftroyer.
Hence eother .Divifions amongft
Men. . Hence, -in the way of Peace’
and Civil Gavernment, that Leve, of
chp ty, and Sublelﬁon, by Calml
' | For
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_;F.of._Sadz"tion isakind-of rtanténi;{ing ale

.mady; | bggun -within. the State. To

cantonize is natural ; when the Socie-

ty. grows vaft, .and bulky ;" And
- powerful States: have faund - other

MAdvantages -in fending Colonys A-
broad, than -«mrcly -that of hjaving

- Elbow-room as Home, or extending

their Dominion into diftant Coun-
trys, © Vaft Empires are in many re-
{E.c&s undatural: ‘but particularly. in
this, thae be they ever fo: well con-
fticuted, the Affairs of miany, muft,
in fuch Governments, tusn .npon 2

very ‘few ; and the Relation be les

fenfible; and in a2 manner loft, be-
tween the Magiftrate and People, in

- aBody [0 unweildy in its Limbs, and

whofe Memberslie foremote from oae
another, 2nd diftant from the Head..
“Tis in fuch'Bodys as thefe thar

ftrong Faétions are apteft to engen-
‘det. - The affociating Spirits, for
- .want of Exercife, form new Move~

ments, and feck a narrower ‘Sphere of
' | A&ivity,
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Adivity, when they want A&ion ih
a greater.” Thus wé have Wheels with-
in Wheels. - -And in fome National
Conftitutions (notwithftanding. the
Abfurdity in Politicks) we have’ one
" Empire within another. - Nothing - is fo
delightful as to incorporate. Diftinc-
" tions of tnany kinds are invented.

Religious Societys are fotm’d. * Orders
are erected; and cheir Interefts ef~

~ pous'd; and fervid, with the utmoft
“Zeal and Paffion. Founders and Pa-

trons of this fort are never want-

ing.  Wonders are perform’d, in this
wrong focial Spirit, by thofe Mem-
bers of feparate Societys. And the
affaciating Genius of Mankind is ne-
ver better provd, than in thofe ve-
1y Societys, which are form'd in op-

pofition to the general one of Man--

kind, and to the real Intereft of the

State. ‘ e
. Infhort, the very. Spirit of Fac-

tion, - for the greateft part, feems to.

‘be no other than the Abufe. or Irre-

- gularity

1
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gularity of that- focial Love, and com-
man Affe@ion, which is natural to
Mankind. For the Oppofite of -So--
ciablenef is Selfiffmefs. ~ And of all
Charaé&ers, the thorow-felfith one is
the leaft forward in taking Pariy.
The Men of this fort are, in this

refpe@, true Men of Moderation. They'

are fecure of their Temper; and pol-’

*fefs themfelves too well, to be in

danger of entring warmly into any
Caufe; or engaging deeply with any
Side, or Fa&ion. |

- YOU haveheard it (my Friend !)
as a common Saying, that Iteref}
governs the World.  But, 1 believe,
whoever looks narrowly into the
Affairs of it, will find, that Paffion,
Humonr, Caprice, Zeal, Fattion, and

- a thoufand other Springs, which are
counter to- Self-Intereft, have as con-

fiderable a part in the Movements.

" of this Machine. Thete are more

Wheels and Counter-Poifes in this En-

gine
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- gine than are imagin'd.  Ti$ of tod-
- complex ‘a2 kind,. to fall under ong’
{fmnple View, or be explain'd chus
briefly in 2’ word or two. The Stu-
diers of this Mechanifm muft have a
vety partial ‘Eye, to overlook all:
other ‘Motions befides thofe” of thé -
loweft-and narroweft Compafs. “Tis
hard, that in the Plan"or Defcrip-
tion of this Clock-work, no Wheel
of Ballance fhou’d be allow’d on the
fide of the better and more enlarg’'d
. Affe&tions 5 that nothing {hou’d be
underftood to be done in KindnefS or
Generofity 5 nothing in pure good Na-
 ture or - Friendfbip, or thro any focial
or “natural Affeétion of any kind ;.
when; perhaps, the main Springs -of
this Machine will be found to beei-
ther thefe' very natural Affeétions them-
felves, or'a compound kind deriv’d
from them, and retaining more than’
onehalf of ‘their Natre. - -
- But here (my Friend!) you muft’
not expec¥: it ‘of me, that I fhou'd
: ‘ draw
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- draw you..up a Sclieme.of the Paf-
-fions, ;or - pretend to_{hiew. you their
Genealogy.and Relation.; how they are
interwoven with one another, or in-
tetfere withi. our Happinefs and In-
tereft.  "Twoud be out of the Ge-
nius and:Compals of fuch a Letter
as this, to- frame a juft ‘Model 5 by
:which" you might, ‘ with an -accurate
. View, obferve what Proportion the
friendly. and natural Affeétions fcem to
. bear in this Order of ArchiceGure.:
. Modern Projectors; 1 know, wou'd
willingly rid cheir- Hands -of thefe
natural” Matetials ; - and.'woaurd fain
build afeer a. more uniform - way.
They wou'd new. frame  the-Human
~ Heart 5 and have a2 mighty . Fancy -
 to reduce all its Motions, Ballances
and Weights, to that one Principle
and Foundation of a cool and deli-
berate SelfifbnefS. Men, it {eems, are
“unwilling to think they can be fo
outwined, and imposd.on by Na.
ture, as to be made to ferve her Pur-

pofes,
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-pofes, rather than their own. They
-are afham'd to be drawn thus our of
themfelves, and forc’'d from what they
-efteem their true Intereft.

There has . been in all times a fort
of nartow-minded Philofophers, who
have: thought to fet this Difference
to rights, by conquering - Nature in
themfelves. ‘A Primitive Father and
Founder among thefe, faw well this
Power of Nature, and ‘underftood it

~ {o far, that he earneftly exhorted his-

Followers neither to beget Children,
nor- ferve - their Country. There
was no dealing with Nature, it feems,
while thefe alluring Objects ftood in
the way. Relations, Friends, Country-
Men, Laws, - Politick. Conflitutions, the
Beauty of Order and Government, and
the Intereft of Society and Mankind,
were Objects which, he well faw,
wou'd naturally raife a ftronger Af-
fection:than any that was grounded
. upan “the narrow bottom' of mere
- Self. - MisrAdvice, therefore, not ‘to

R | marry,

-

!
!
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marry, nor engage at all in the Pub<
lick, was wife, and futable to his
Defign. There was no way to be
truly a Difciple of this Philofophy,

but to leave Family, Friends, Coun-

try, and Society, to cleave to. it.——

And who wou'd not, if it were Hap-
pinefS to do fo —The Philofopher,
however, was kind, in telling us his
Thought. “Twas a Token of his
Fatherly Love of Mankind.

T« Pater, & rerum Inventor ! 'Tu
Patria nobis

~ Suppeditas pracepta !

- But the Revivers of this ‘P‘Bilofo-~ ‘
#hy in lacter Days, appear'to be of

a lower Genius: They feem to have.

aunderftood lefs of this force of Na-

ture, and have thought' to alter the

. Thing, by fhifting a Name. They

woud fo explain all the focial Paf-
{fions, and natural AffeGions, as so
denominate ‘em of, the felﬁﬂ) kind.

~Thus Civilityy: Hofpitality, Huma-

= nity
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nity towards Strangers or People- i
, Diftrefs, .38 but 2 more déliberate Selfifh- '
nefS.  Arrhoneft Hears is only- 4 miore’
comiing oné 1 and Hontfty aad good.
Nature, 4 move’ deliberate; ot better ve
gulated: SelfsLove. .. The Love of Kin~
dred, Children ‘and Pofterity,  is. |
purely Love of Self, and of one's -ower:
Blood : As if,: by this Reckoning, all
Mankind: weerd not:as well included 5
. All being of e Blodd, and join'd by.
Inter-Marriages and Alliances 5 . 2s
they have been tranfplanted in Co-
lonys, and mix'd one with another.
And thus Love ‘of ene’s Country, and
Love of Mankind, muft ‘alfo.be:Sdf-
Love. - Magnanimity and Cowrage, n@
‘doubt, . are : Modifications - of this.
. univerfal Self-Love. For Courage ({ays.
our modern Philofopher) is conflant
Anger.  And all Men (lays a wicty
Paet) wow'd be Cowards if they durft.
- That the Poet, and the Philofo-
~ pher both, were Cowards, may be
~ yielded perhaps withow Difpute.
S They
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exeof Wit i H.fmourf
nbyriday ha?c“ﬁ)dkeﬁ’ Hie! Eeﬁ‘ pf

fhieir K’nOW]edg i But’for tme*fdm‘mrc
i>halsi o lictle o do with 2 ngg

that theré i alwa}is the ftrdhg oft

id?oﬂ againft lt"‘ where this Paﬂ' t)n
lgc Isthe,
coob afid dalnt. - "IilaEJQrth: of Men‘
bave: the leaft bf L4 bl ‘b%dlym%
Infolence #0d Ptk vety tine o
Dardger! drc foutid ihe: ‘moft fetene,!
pleaf?mt -4nid fice. ’Ra‘%e. weé' knaw,’
rgcc hlmﬁlf
and ﬁght But what'is ‘don,c in Fury,’
of #fget, can nevér Tae plac’d to the
Acco{lm of Courage +Were it Other-

‘WIF 'Worhmkm& fmdht cfalh‘l ta:

Bcthe " floiteft- Seksr Dor" d're\eratréH
arid ' Aitger hive evérbeen’ affow'd ¢ to
be the frongelt ard 'thoft lafting-
 Other Aarlibrs there tave bedh of'
& yetCinferiout Kmd : %2 fott of Dif-
ttibiicers ~and’ petty' Reailers of is'
7N who have fiar C’ha‘ndes and
Bﬁ'}f ons; without cmf u%oxi dus
A’mk:lc o Self"Low ‘You have the
Fi -~ fame
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famgIhpuixt {pun out a hundred
Ways, and drawn into- Motto’s, and
Devifes, to fet forth this Riddle;
That * act as difintereftedly or ge=
« n'erouﬂg.»as, ‘you pleafe, Self ftill is
 atthe bottom, and nothing elfe.”

Now if thefe Gentlemen, who de-

light fo :much in the Play of Words,
but ‘care not to grapple with Defi-
nitions, wou'd tell us only what Self-
- Intereft was, and determine HappinefS,
- and Good, there wou'd be an End of
thiernigmgtical Wit. For in this
we fThou'd all agree, that Happinefs
was to be purfu'd, and in fa&t was
always fought after: but whether
found in. following Nature, and giving
way to common Affeétion; orin fup-

prefling it, -and turning every Paffion.

towards private Advantage, a nar-

row Self-End, or the Prefervation of
mere Life 5 this wou'd be the matter-

in Debate between us. The Quef-

tion wou'd not be ; Who loy'd him-
felf; or Who not : ‘But:who lov'd.

W oia e b

} o and

Ay
e . e ———— s - e
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and erv'd: himfelf che “righteft; ‘and

r Tis. the height of Wifdom, no
doubt; to be righcly felfifh. Andto
love ‘Lifé, as far as Life is good,
belongs: as much to Courage as to
Difcretion. Buta 'wr_cnéheg Life ig
no wife Man’s Wifh. . To be with+
out Honefty, is, in effet, to be with-
aut natural Affetion” or SociablenefS of
any kind. -+ And 2 Life without natu-

, val Affe8tion, Friendfbip, or Sociablenefs,

~ wou'd be found “a wretched one,

were it to' be tfy’d, "Tis as thefe
Feelings:.and AffeGtions are intrinfe-
cally valuable and worthy, that Self
Interef¥ is' to be rated and efteem’d.
A Manis: by nothing fo much bim-
Jelf, as by his Temper, and the Cha-
raéter of bis Paffions -and Affeétions. If
he lofes what is manly and worthy
m thefe, he is as much loft to him-
felf :as when he lofes his Memory
and Underftanding. The leat ftep
dato 'Villiny ~or Bafenefs, changes

b E.2 - the
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the.Claraéter dndi Vahig of a-Fifes
He who wou'd preferve  hifehtany
rase, ~muflt abule -hinifelf ehorgThan
any ene can-abufehim:; - Ard ifLife
benot 2 dear Thing indeed)He who
has refus'd -to)livera Villainy and-chas
reférd Deathto-a bafe Adtion; hay
béen: a: Gainer byithe Bargaif.<ii- -
e R ¢ T S PR SRR TS Y TR
» *T'IS: well for you i(my: Friend1).
 thatin-your Education: you have had
littke 'to . do ~with'the Philofophy; or
Philsfopbers. . of s our Days. - A igood
Poety and an hofefe Hiftoriany may;
afford L.earning enough for. 4, Gentle=
ama, And fuch 2 one, whilft he reads,
thefe- Authors a5 -his. Diverfion;, . will
have 2 _truer relifh of theif fenfe,and.
underffand “em betces; thana! Redant,
~with all his Labeurs, and :the Al -
tance.of his Volumes..of Gomiaenr:
tatoss. - I amy fenfible, :that of ol
twgs-the Guftomnto fend: ghe Yourh:
of Thigheft Quulity.-to’ Bhbfophers 10
besforna'd., . T as i theis Schoolss:

Sui :-l-'i - mn
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i’ thdir iGompanys “and by thieir
Precepts-iand Example, thaes chie ils:
Taftrious Pupils weve-inurd t6 Hird-:
fhip, and exercisd in the feverelt
Courfes of Temperance and Self-

‘denial. By:fuch:ancearly Difcipline,

they werefirred for the” Cothmand
of others; to maintain their Coun-
ty'3s Hoaouy: in: Wary: rule wifely? in
the Siate, and ‘fight againft Luxary

- and Csz’u‘Ptlbn in dithks of Pt&fpe'ji

fity\and Peace. . Iy of thefe:Ares
are icompsehiended h Mabverity Lean-
mg] Ttis ‘well.'* Buesasi(one Usives-
fity's iwthe World aré' now modet'd,
theyrfeemn fot fo Very! effectual’ to
thefe; Purpofes, . nor {6 fortunatein -
preparing for.a right: Pradtice:of ‘the
Npild, oria jult Knowledg ' of Men
and T kiags. .- Had yolrbeen thorows

pacd ¥ ‘¢he Ehicks 6t Paliticks 'of ‘the

Bchools, :fhon'd never have thplight
‘of wiridiny 27 wordto you upon’ com
o Senfe; ot the Loveof Mankind. : 1

, fhetill “:nat:have cited’ the ‘Poet’s.

e F3 Dulce
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Dulce & Decorum.. Nox, -if -1 had
miade’ 2 Charaiter for you, -as he
- for his Friend, fhou'd I havt crowfi'd
it with his S

«o

L Nwille proéaris Amidis, 1. ¢
o Aut Patria timidus perire. ., SOh
" Our Philofophy now-a-days runs

after the manner of that shle So-
phifter,; whao faid, Skin for Skin: | AR

thata-Man has; will he give for his:Lafe.

’Tis, Orthodox. Divinity; a5 well as
found ‘Philofophy, with fome’ Mem,

;q;@t:c-.sliyeb the. Number ‘and Ex-
§ of

quifitene

“Thefe they conflantly fec in -oppofi-

. the pleafing . Senfationg,

tion to-dry Virtue and Honéfly.  And

- upon this foot,- they chink i propet

risk 4 Life, or pare with any of thefe

pleafing Senfations -5 except dn .the
Condition of being repaid-in the

fame Coin, and with good Intereft

into -the Bargaig. Thus,;;»;if feems,

N - Ve
\
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- we are to leam i’irtuc b—y‘ lifury,

and inhance the Value of Life, and
of the Pleafures of Senfe, in order to
be wife, -and to live well. ,

‘Butyou, my: Friend, are ftubbotn

m this Point : ‘and inftead of being

brought ta think mournfully of
Deiath, or to repine at the- Lofs of
what yoit may {fometimes hazard by

.your Honefty, you can laugh at-fuch
‘Maxims as thefe ; and diverc your
felf with the improvid Selfifhnefs,
.and Philofophical Cowardice of thefe

fafhionable Moralifts. You willnot
be taught to value Life,r at their

rate, or degrade HoNE sTy as they

do, who make it only ¢ Name. You
are perfuaded there is fomething
more in. the ‘Thing than Fafbion or
Applaufe 5 that WorTH and Me-

.. »17 are fubftantial, and no wayva-

-riable by Fancy or Will ; and "thae

How~our is a5 much it felf, when
a&ing by it [elf, and -unfeen, as when

Jeen, and applauded by allthe World.
o F 4 Shouw'd -
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Ml

———ned oL
e

-7 Sho'd One; ' Who'kad the<Gouns
temance -of: 2 2. Celdtlerran; - aski me,
-« Rhg Fiwow'd avoid beify - dufly,
“ when no Body wms.by2"ilw dh
the fuffl ptace e fhau'd/be 4oy Al
Af'ddiia hehim@fwas 2 veryidafky
“Genyiitian who cou'dask: chis: Qyreft
“tioni 9. ardi “that it won'd be aishatd

Cidabeers f8r: meictomake omzeder

LonCkive Mhne fimer (leanlinefS i weas.
“Howevet;>I imight Be:oontenred: pet-
hapsi by sgive chimgrca Alight! Anfwier,
‘dnd fay 01 Tovadbecanle I Hidd:a
“_ Nofefiz"" Sholédokd rréuble fne
farcher; and hsky %% Whatif. Irhadh

- ¥ iColde 10rwhnt if Aarurdlly: 1 had

16 o fuch’nice 'Smell2” . T.might
{anfwgr'zipékhaps;? % Thae I'car'd:-as
“ Airele Yofee inyufelf nafty,: as:that

| - '-S_"iétﬁéri fhou,’d(,f%é mc;f'o.’;’ . l‘::‘-:;,‘; But

-whatif duwere id dhe: Birk 2 ;. Why
eho $:ikad: heither Wofd, wnor -Eiyes,
raty” Stofe iof ithe Thing wou'd He
A4l the fame:; Loy \Waturd rwoird

. xife df the Thodght of what was for-

b oAy

did;

\
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oid: orif.ir did not 5 T{how'd have
- -a-witched Narure indeed) and Jate
iy felf fot aiBeafl. ' Honour gy felf 1
nevercoud ; whillt khadng; beceor a
fenfe of what I ow'd my felf, and
. Whik in-reality became mey as by
- man Creature. ... ...\ " -
s Miagh inthe fam €. maﬂn@&ha‘{c !
heard it ask’d, Why ‘[howd, & Man be
- Tnefin the Dark 3. W hat.a’ Man

muft be to ask this Queftion,. L won't
. fay. But for Thofe who have no
- breea Reafdn for being boweft than
| vﬁ:@a&a&:ﬁf =t Gibbet- ot 14 Fail ; .1

et 13 .
(LI y

3 hﬁouécl_ 0ot Jconfels, . much.” covet
<theid Gompany,!: -or - Ace uaintance.
-And i&agfﬁr_‘gardim of?nme who
shatl kepe his Truft, and, given me
:back-my Eftars;when I came of Age,
-had been found to have acted thus,
»throFear-énly. of - what maght hap,
-pen.to; himg; L-fhoud fox ;my own
p#tt, > no - dotbe; . continue. tivil to
. him.: -but for -my. Opinion . of " his
wWorth, itwoird be the fame as the
e T  Pythian

A Eatie
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| ?ythan God'had of his Votary, who
~ devontly feard him, and " therefore re-

Rord to a Friend what had becn de-
yoﬁtcd in hls Hands .

~ Qldtdzt ergo mcm, non méribus
¢ tamen omnem -
Vi)cem adyti dtgnam tcmpb, ,wquuo _
' proba’v:t L ;
Extmflm tota pamer dum pmle do-

moque. ¢ R

o know very wcn ehit mmy Ser-
vices to théPublick are done metely
for the fake of & Gratwity 3 and that
Trformers 1 kr arfticulat, are to be ta-
ken care' of, and fomictithes made
Penfioners. of State. But 1 muft ‘beg
pardon for the- particular Thoughes
I may haveof thefe Gentlermnens Me-
ricy and fhall never beftow: my--
Efteem ‘on any other than the vol-
© tdry Difcoverers of Villany, and bearty
Profecutors of their Country's. In-
tere{’c And in this. rcfpc& 1 know

~ nothing
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| nbihihg grcat'cr or nobler than the
- undertaking and managing fome im-

- ﬁortant Accufation s by which fome

igh  Criminal ‘of Stats, .or fome

form'd Bbdy of Conlfpirators againft

the. Publick; may be arraign'd and
brought to Punifhmest, :thro the ho-
nclt Zeal and. publick -Affe@ion of 2
private Man. =~ .

I know too, that the mere Yulgar

- of Mankind often ftand in need of

fuch a reQifying Obje& . as the Gal- .

v lows before their Eyes.- - Yet I have

no: belief, thar any Man of p liberal

lucation,, or . common : Honelty:

Jdea im his Mind, the better to res
ftrain him from. playing the Knave
And if o Saint hadno other Vit

" tue.than what was rais'd. in- him by

the fame Obje&s of Reward and Puy

nithment; in 2 more diftant State 5

I know net ‘whofe Love or Efteem
he might gain befides ; but for my
ewn part, I fhou'd never think him
worthy of mine, - Nec

-

ever needed: to have recourfe to thp -
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8T Séﬂw Hal:es pretmh lords: nB,n m’e-
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5« ANth "banem occidis Now: pa ces Ih’
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£ um Blnids & Frlgi \R@niat, \negao
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atque Sabellus, ~ <
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Yo hosa e banit sy bride LMo
P dsis ‘e )(&s*ymndv)
may offibly,*THopri be” fausfy%}
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- of “Wits uad THutlotr.' . o

tnay bes laugh'd iat.: -For'nothing, i
ridiculou&g’b\m rwhazzs defar‘x{r’d : N6
ts:r any - thing.rptoof againft: Raiflery,
thetefore ‘tis the hardeft:chirig in the
World,:toodeny! Fix Hicers T v itha
uferof; this:Weapbn; whichican neven
biar: aniEdge againft: ‘hestelf,; and;
bearsagajoft-every thirig.thit is cone

i [
LAIY:: i i
N
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- J1:IE the very-Balian Bufoons were.to;

ive ug the Rike in.this Cafe,we fhou'd:
fca‘m by them,, that! ini: their loweft
and. moft .- fcurrilous way . of  Wit,
there was:naching fo fuceefsfully td,
bﬁ.;pla,y’d: ~upon, ‘-as; the, Paflions af;
Cowardice add Avatice.,:One mdy:
defy-the Nokld: to-tushiteal Bravery;
or; Generofityiinto. Ridiculen > A Gluti
ton,’ and a‘mers. Senfliplift, is as ridin

culpns as:the-ather two! Ghataftdrs,;

Norcann; pidtfedted Temperance ! be
made. the Subjelt sof; Canterhpt:vel
ahy.belides the geafleft and roofk cons,
wmptible of Mankind, Now thefe

three
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threa Ingocdmnts make up a v:rtuous
Chara&er : as the. contrir dme 2 Vid
¢ious ond.... How are can we

{Iibl maka aJeftc Honeﬁ i

o hmgh dorb wayi, is ‘nonfenfical;
And ifi theRidicule. lie againft Sot»
\ {ﬂmﬁ Avavick;r and C&nrdx‘a

ee the Confeqlierice: “A" Man nfd
be foundly ridiculous, who,” with all
the Wit in the World, wou'd go a~

- bout .to ridicule Vﬁfdom, or laugh

a Honefty,” or Good Manners. =
- A Man: of thorow: Good-ﬁreedmg,
 whatever elfe he be, is incapable of
doing ‘a rude or broeal Adtion, - He
never deliberates in this cafe, or con-
fiders of the Mattér ‘by prudential
Rules of ‘Self<dntereft and Advantage.

He adtsfrom his Nature, in ' mianner

. neceflarily, and without Reflection :

and if hedid net, it were impoflible

fot him to anfwer his Charaéter, or be.

found that truly. well-bred Man, on

‘ every occaﬁon sz the fame with’
.o ."_.f. . thc

ay RN

PO )
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. of Wit and Humour.. o5
the Honeft Man. He can’t deliberate
in the Cafc of 2. plain Villany. 4
Plum is no Temptation to him, = He
likes: and loves: himfelf too well, to
change Hearts with one of thofe
corrupt Mifcreants, who amongft
‘em, gave that name to one of thofe
round Sums which they had gain'd
by Rapine and Plunder of the Com-
monwealth. "He who wou'd enjoy
a Freedom of Mind; and be truly ®of-

B Jeffor: of bimfelf, muft: be aboye the

Thought of {tooping to what is vile
lanous or bafe. - lgle who has a Heart

. to ftoop, muft: quit the Thought of

Manlinefs, Refolution, Friendfbip, Merit;
and a Characler with himfelf- and-others :

But .to affeét thefe Enjoyments, on
Advantages, tagether with the other;
to pretend to enjoy Society, and 4 fres
Mind, - in company. with a knavifl
Heart, isas ridiculous as the way of
Children,’ who firft eat their .Gake;
and then cry forit. When Men be-
gin todeliberate abous Difhonefty, and
Sz 0 o - finding
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finding’: It go 1efd lagamR theit-Sesb
machy abk, ¢ Whyzxhby thou & fbicki
“ lar argdod Piece ofihavery for 3'
«; gbod Sam ™. Fheyolhou'debe
told; as Children,: vhae'They can'e: 2dp
their Cake, and'baveit.:.:: SHUNOIS S 108
- ;Wlit}ni sMen; indeed; dre becotsie
. accomplifFd Knaves;ithey are paft:cry<
iy forstheir Cake. T l@tcﬁl{;ﬁrfz}
Jelves; 'and -are:. knownt { by :Mankirids
“Tis not: Thefe.who'are {o:much-ens
vy'd oradmir’d.:- “The moderate: Kind:
are the more taking. with us. * Yiet
had we Setife-,iwe’d% ‘ '
in reality -the thorow profligate Kriave,
“the. very: compleat unnatural Villain as.
~ lone, -who can any way-bid for Hap-:
pinefs . with - the Honeft: Man. . ‘True:
Incereft-ib: wholly on:vie fide, "ot the
other.. ‘All between is Inconfiftenty,
Trrefolution; Remotfe, Vexation,-and.
‘an Ague-Fit: frof hot-to cold 5.
from ‘one Paffion” to another: quite:
contrary. ;& “peipetnal -Difcord : of
Life 3 °and an alternate ‘Difquier nr{?_}‘
L Self-

\

‘

ou’d confider tist |
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SeifDiflike. | The:only Relt of Re-
pofe muft be thro:one) determin'd,
confiderate Refohitidh - whigh! when
once taken, mifkbe- courageoufly
kept 5 'and the Paflions.and: Affeca
tions brought underObedience to. it 4
the Temper ftetl'd and harden’d to
the Mind § -the. Difpofition to the
Judgment. Both- muft agree | .elfe
all muft_be’ Diffurbance and ‘' Confus
fron:.. So..that ita. think with one’s
{elf; - Why-. mry’ not one do this
«litelé. Villany, ..of commit this ons
- “.Tteichery, and but for once ;”  is
the :moft: ridiculous’ Imagination . in
the. world, "and contrary to.  Coms
MoN SeNsE. For'a common ho«
neft Man, whilft left to himfelf, and
undifturb’d by Philofophy and fubtle
Reafonings about his Intereft, gives
no other Anfwer to the Thought of
Villany, than that be can't find'in his
keart to fet about it, or conquer the .
natural Averfion he has to it. = And

 this is natural, and juf. .
i G . - The
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The “Truth is; 2s Notions Ttand -
now:.in. the World, with refpe&.to-

Morals ;. Honefty is like to gam itdle
by Philofophy, or deep Specalations
of any kind. - In the main, ’tis ‘beft
to ftick to Commen Senfe, and go no

further.”: Mens hrdt Thonghts, - in

this matter, are generally bertet than

their fecond : their natural Norions

bettet than thofe refin’d by: Study, .or
* Confultation. . with:.Cafuifts; - Accor-
dihg 0 common Speech, as well as
conumon Senfe; - Eanefty s the beft.Po-
licy . ‘But -according: to.refin’d Senfe,
thesonly well-advisd Perfons, ~as: to
this World; are..errant Knaves 5~ and
they: alone ate thought to ferve thems
felves, who ferve t%

Defires.—Such,: it feems, are the
Wife, ‘and. fuch. the Wifdom: of - this
World! - 0 o ol

. An ordinary: ‘Man talkmg of a

vile Adion, in a’ way of. Common
Senfe, fays nawurally and.-heardly,

-l .‘. , i‘ He.

eir Paffions, and’
indulge their foofeft. Appetites ~and .

-
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““He won'd not do the thing for
“ a]l the World.” "But - fpeculative
Men find -great Modifications in the
Cafe ; - many ways of Evafion; ma-
ny Remedys ; many Alleviations. A
rood Gift rightly apply'd s a right Me-
Swdfo'r'- fuing out -a Pardon 5 good
Alms-Houfes, and Charitable Foun-
dations erected for right Worfhippers ;
and 2 good Zeil fhewn for the right
Belief, may fufficiencly atone for one
wrong Prattice ; efpecially when it is
fuch as raifes 2 Man to a confiderdble
power'of doing _\Good, and ferving the

true Cayfe. - -
- “Many a good Eftate, many a high
Station has been ‘gain’'d upon fuch 2
foot as this.  Some Crowns too may
have been purchas’d on thefe terms:
and’ fome great Emperors (if 1 mifs
take not) there ‘have been ‘of old,
who were much affifted by thefe or
the like Principles'sand in recurn were
not ingrateful to the Caufe'and Party
which had affifted 'em. The For-
ol Gi - ges
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gers of fuch Morals have been amply
 endow’d : -and the World - has paid
roundly, for its Philofophy ; fince the
| original ‘,Plain Princi&l'cs of Humanity,
~ and the fimple honeft Precepts of Peare
~ and miutual Love,haye, by a fort.of {pi-
ritual Chymifts,-been (%,sfubtimited,
~ as tobecome the higheft. Corrofives ;
~ and paffing thro theie Limbecks;: have
yielded the ftrongeft; Spitit. of ; mutual
Hatred and. malignant. Penfecution. . -

. BUT our Humburs (my: Friend)
incline. us ‘not to ‘melancholy RKe-
fletions. Let the folemn Reprovers
of "Vice proseed7in the - manner
moft . futable:, to- their. Genius, - and
Chara&er. - 1am  ready. to. congras
tulate with ‘emcon the Succefs of their
Labours, in that authoritative: way
which-is-allow'd ’¢m.. I know -not
in the mean while, why others- may
not-he allow’d to ridicule Folly; and
~ recommend Wifdom_ and Virtue (if

" poffibly they can) in a way of Plea-

I Mantry

-
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fantry and Mirch. "1 know not why
Poets, ‘or fuch as write chiefly for the
Entertainment  of themfelves and o-
thers; may not be allow’d: this Privi-
lege. - And if it be the Complaint of -
our flanding' Reformers, that they are
not heard fo well by the Gentlemen ‘?f '
Fafbion 5 if they.exclaim againft thofe

airy Wits who fly vo Ridicule asa Pro-
“tection, and make. fuccefsful Sallys

from ‘that Quarter; why fhou'd it be
deny’d one, who is but 4 Polunteer in
this' Caufe, to engage the Adverfary
on his own Terms, and expofe him-

[felf willingly to fuch Attacks, ‘on

the Condition only .of being allow’d
fairPlayin the famekind2 . -
.- By Gentlemen of Fafbion, T under-
ftand thofe .to whom a narural good
Genius, or the. Force of good Edu.
cation, has givena Senfe of what is
naturally graceful and becoming. Some
by mere Nature, others by Art and

- Praétice, are Mafters of an Ear ‘in

Mufick, an Eyein Painting, aFancy
K Gi3- in
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in'the ordinary things of Ornament
and Grace, a Judgment in Propor-
tions of all kinds, and 2 Tafte in
moft of thofe Subjetts which: make

" the Amufemene and Déelight of - the

ingenious People of the World.” Let

“fuch Gentlemen -as thefe be as extra-

vagant as they pleafe, of as irregnlar

in their -Mogals;-they muft ar -the
fame time difcover ‘their Inconfiften~ -

¢y, live ar variance with: themfelves,
and in contradiction to that Principle,
on :which they ground their higheft
Pleafure and Entertainment. =~ -

. Of all othet--Beautys which Vir-
tuofos run after; Poets celebrate, Mu-
 ficians fing,. ‘and Architects ar Areifts,

of ‘whatever kind, “defcribe or form ;.

the moft delightful, the moft enga-
ging and patherick,: is that which is
* drawn from Life and from the Paffions,
Nothing affects' the Heart like thac
which'is from-it felf, and of its .own
nature § {uch as the Beauty of  Senti-

ments 5 the Grace of Aftians 5 the Turn_

of



B =" I

e =

—

Vi e w103
o Gt s e oo o
Features of a buman Mind. . This Lel-
fon of Philofophy, .cven a Romance,
a Poem,.or a:Play }maz teach us ;

whillt the fabulous Author leads us

with. fuch Pleafure thro the L'é.bK—
s

sinth-of the Affetions, and intere
us, whether- we will or no, in the
Paffions of his Heres and Heroines : -

Lngit;

" Yrhitat; - niulcet, falfis térvoribus implet,

U Migus. S
* Let-Poets, or t}u: Men .of Har-
mony, deny, if they can, this Force

- of Nature, or withftand this moral

Magick. - -They, for their parts, carry
a double ‘Portion of this Charm, a-
bout with ’em.  For in the firft place,
the very. Paffion which infpires ‘em,
is- it {elf the Love of Numbers, Decency

.and Proportion 5 and this toa, nat in

a narrow fenfe, or aftera felfifh way
(for Who.is there that compofes for
bimfelf ) . but in a friendly focial
e G4 View;

L
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Y'Vi"r‘.",’é: for the I;!fz{fufe_ and Good of

others; ‘even down to Pofterity, and

‘fucure Ages. And in the next place,
’tis evident in' thefe Pérformers; that
“théir chief Theme; and Subjeck, that
‘which Traifes their’ Genius the moft,
‘and” by which_ they fo -¢ffedtually
‘move others, i$-purely Miamiers; and
the moral Part. - 'lgor this'is the Effed,
and this-the Beaury. of their Art
& in'vogal Meafitres ofSyllables,.and
" “ Sounds, to exprefs the.Harmony
¢ and Numbers of an inward kind ;
“ and _’reptéfeﬁ‘t" “the’ Beautys “of a
"+ ** fuman Soul, by properFoils; 2nd
- Contrarierys; which ferve s Gras
“ ¢és in this; Limning,’ and - render
“ this- Mufick  6f the Paffions’ more
" powerful and ¢nchanrin R
- The Admirers_of Beauty “in th
‘Fair Sex; wouwd laugh; perhaps, to
‘hear of a wiofal Part in their ‘Amouts.

Yet,' what 4--ftir*is -made about 4 -

et I What curious Sedréh of Sent

timerts, Sand ' tender “Fhoughts ! What

R Praifes
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‘Prajfes of 2 Humonr, a Senfe; a je.ne
fcai quoy of Wit, and.all thofe Gra.
«&es-of a Mind which thefe Virtuofo-
Liovers detight “to celebiate ! * Ler
them fetrbe this Matter among thema
felves 5 and regulate, as they think
fie, the Proportions which thefe: dife
ferent Beautys 'hold one to another:

. They muft-alow fhll; -there is a

Béauty of the: Mind ; and:fiich as is
zffential in-the’ Cafe. { Why elfe s
the very 4ir"of ‘Foolifhiie[s enough to -
¢loy a' Lover; at firlt {ighe-? Why
does-an Idiot=Lovk and Maniwer deftroy.
the  Effe& (of - all* thofe . outward
Cliartns, atid'rob the: Fair -0z df.
her Powers tho regulartp-arm’d, in

" allthe Exaétnefs of Featlire-and Com

‘plexion 2 ‘We: may ~imdgine whar
we pleafe of a fubfandal folid Pagy
of Beauty 2-but ‘were the Subjedt ta
be well “criviciz'd, - we fhou'd find;
perhaps, that what we moft admir'd,
‘even in the Furn of ontward Features,
wasbut a*myferious Expreffion, and
Badlo a
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2 kind of : fhadow. . of. {fomething in-
ward in the Temper : and that when
we were’ ftruck with a Majeftick Air,

2 fprightly.Look, an Amazan bold Grace,

or a contrary foft and " gemtle one;
twas chiefly the Fancy of thefe Cha-
ra&ers or Qualitys that wrought o
sis our Imagination being: bufted in
forming beautcous Shapes and: Ima-
ges of -this kind,’ which amus'd the
Midd, wad- held it in Admiration ;

anotheriwdy.. The. preliminary: Ad-
drefles; - the Declarations;.. the Ex-
khuabims;f‘télﬁnﬁdcneles, Clearings 3
the Papendence. on-fomething mu-
tual; fometting fele by way of Re-
torn 5 othe Spes anini_credula: mutws ;
alt thefe - become - neeeflary . Ingre-
diesits ‘int the . Affajr of Love,- and
gre autheditically eftablifh'd by’ the
Mer of ‘Elégance and: Art in chisway
of Paffion. .: - o0 Yo
. Nor tin the Men of. cooler Paf

fions, and mote deliberase, Putfuics,

withftan
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‘withftand the force of Beawy, in o
ther kinds. Every one is-a Virtuofo,

of a higher or lowerdegree; Every
one purfues a GR AcE, and courts a
Vexus of one kind “or another,
The Venuftum, the. Foneftum, the De-
corum -of Things, will force its way.
They who refule to give it Scope in
the: nobler Subjects o% P rationalpand
moral kind; will find is Prevalency
clfewhere, in an inferiour Order of
Flings. . They who overlouk 'the
main-Springs of  Action, and delpife

- the ‘Thought of Numbers and Pro-.

portion in 4 Life at-large, will in the
mean Particulars of - it, be no lefs ta~

 ken up, ' and engag'dy as etither in

the Study of commeon: Arts; or in
the Care and Culture of mere me-

chanick. Beautys, - - The Models of

Houfes, Buildings, and their- accom-
panying Omaments ; the . Plans of
Gardens and _their Compartments ;
the ordering -of Walks, Plantations,

* Avenucs; anda thoufand other Sym-

metrys,
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mettys, will fucceed in the room of
that happier and higher Symmetry
- and Order of a3 Mind. - The Species
of Fuir, Noble; Handfome, will dif-
cover it felf on a thoufand Oceca-
fions, "and in a thoufand Subje@s.
The Spefter il will haunt us, in
fome Shape or other:: and when
driven from our cool Thoughts, and
frighted from the Clofet, will meet us -
even at-Court, and fill our Heads
‘with:Dreams ‘of "Grandure, - Titles,
Hononrs; and 2 falfe ' Magnificence
‘and Bematy ; to’ which we are ready
to facrifice our. higheft Pleafure and
Bafe ;- and for. the fake. of which,
we-bécome:the! mer¢ﬁ Drudges, and
moft abjecd Slaves.: .+ .

Thie Mer of - Pleafure, who f'ecm.
thc greatéflt Contemiets of this Phi-
{ofophical-:Beanty, ‘are forc'd. often

‘to confe(s her Charms. - They.;can ~ ,

as hcamly as others commend’:Ho-
nefty . and! are as much freuck wich -

the Beauty of a generous Part. . Thdy
RPATIEE - admire
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adrire; the Thing it {éIf ; -cho not
the Means. -And, if poffible, they
woud {oorderit, as .to-make Pro-
" bity sand Luxury agree. - ‘Bit the

Rulés of . Harmony will not. permit

it.; “The Diflonancys are too ftrong.
However the “Attempts of this kind,

are not unpleafant to obferve. : Far

tho fome of the Voluptuous are for-

did. Pleaders for., Bafenefs and Cor-

ruption of every kind :- -yet others,

more generous, endeavour to keep

Meafures with Honefty ;.and under-

ftanding Pleafure better, ~are for

bringing it under fome Rule.: They
condemn 'ths manner;: they praifo
“the other. .- .Sa. far was right : - bud

“, further, srong.: - Such s Cale-was

“.allowable x -bue.fuch 2 one,. fot uo

“. be admitted.”.! They introduce :d

Fuftice, and:an_QOrder in itheir: Pleax

fures. They wou'd bring ‘Resfin te

be of their Patty, accounttin fome

manner for- their- Lives, and form

therafelves to fome kind:of Confox

"y ' ' nancy,
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nanoy, ‘and’Agreement = Or if “chey
find this' impracticable on certain
Terms, they ‘wou'd chufe to "facri~
fice théir other Pleafures to.ithofé
wbxch arife from-a gcnerous Behds
viour;! 7 Regalarity:- -of | Condué
and a Ganﬁﬁcncy nf L]fe an& Mahb
. nm_s JREEE
Et bere Numero]quv Moddqw edt A
cere Vita: - )

i Othel: @ccaf lons wili ut us’ upon
el Thought : buc chiefly 4 ftrong
View of. Mtft, in a generous CharaEler;
oppos'd. 16! fome deteftably: vile one.
Hence ift s zhat: among “Poets; 2 thie
Sutyrifts feldon fail-in ck)mP Jufhcc
w Virtae.o ‘Nor 'ave any of the no-
bler Poets falfe to this Caufe. - Even
modern Whitsj whole’ Tueniis all to-
wards ‘Gillgatry and Plea‘furc, whien
bare-fac'd -7 llany ftands in their way,
and. brings the contraty Specnes in
vxew, can fing " in -paffionate Strains
AEATN . the
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the Praifes’. of plain. ‘Honefty., -
- v When. we are highly Friénds with
theWorld, -and profperous ‘in. the
poffeflion of other Beautys ; 'we may
perchance, as is -ufual, “defpife this
{ober ‘Miftrefs. But:.when: we fee,
in the .iflue, ‘What Riot and Escefs na-
tunally produce ;- when by: Luxuryls®
means,  and " for - the - fervice of vile
- Interefts; Knaves,. we fee, are ad-
vanc'd, and the  vileft of Men are
preferd: befoie . the honefteft ; we
then :behold: VirTue:in"a - new
Light, - andl- by.the help of fuch's
Foil, can ‘dilcerm the Beawy of "His
aefly,  and cehe’: reality “of dhofe
Charms, . which.:before. e mides-
flood not to: be-either pamral, or
powkrful.:io Lin .‘j;"'i:,;::z.f:f RSN
c= AND thus, -afeer. all,> ¢he moff
natutal Beauty in: the Workd: is- Hp-
weftyy and Moral Teuthi “For all ‘Bean-
tyois. T ru TR True Features miake
‘the Beauty of:a Face 5 and tmue Pro-
e ; portions
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portions e Béaity of Archite@urdy
néwe'afures that of; Hmﬁbn):.

As true: :
and . Mufick~ - In iRoetry, ; which |s
all Fabley:~Truth ftill- i3 she  Peffeer
tion. i Ahd whoever is. Scholér: e
nough- te: fead- the aarient Philefo-

-pher, ot his- modern’ Copills, .1ipoa
« the nature df a Dramatick and. Epick

Pocim, -will - eafily -undérftand :;this
.account QfﬁfTW).:z.ffa:-ﬁ’ PSR

. -3 A Pajntey, ‘if hes }nai;c ::2;‘&;6&
aius, inderftands’the Frash and Uni-

ty of Defigni ;. and knows:lieds evén |

shén unnatural; when:te follows Na-
sute- toe -clofe, - and Ttridly copys
Lifes Tor his Ast allows him not'to
 bring 4§ Nature invé His Piece; bt

 # Pationly.: - However, his- Piect,
*if itbe beautiful, and carrys Truth,

muft be a Whole, by it felf, com-
‘pleat, iindépendent, -and withal as
gréat and - cemptehgnfive: 4s he:can
.make:it:-, 1So ; that Particulars,* on
this eccafion, muft yield: to the-'ge-
neral Defign ;;and..all Things. be

fubfcr-;

|
|
|
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fubfervxent to that which is princi-
pal : in order to form a certain Fafi-
nefS of Sights a i mplc clear, and
united View, whlch wou'd be bro]\cn
and difturb'd ‘by the Expreffion of
any thmg peculiar, or diftin&.

Now the Variety of Nature is
fuch® as to diftinguifh every thing
fhe forms, bya peculzar original Cha-

ra&er; which, if Rn&ly obferv'd,

will make the Sub]e& appear unl:kc
to any thing extant in the World be-
fides. But this Effe& the good Poet
and - Painter feek nduflrlouﬂy

prevent. They hate Minutenefs, and
are afraid of Singularify 5 which wou'd
make their Images, or Charatters,

appear capricious and fantaftical.

 The mere Face-Painter, indeed, has

lictle in- common with the Poct

but, like the mere Hiftorian, copys
what he fees, and minutely traces
every Feature, and odd Mark. *Tis

" otherwife W1th the Men of Invention

and ‘Defign. "Tis from the many
- ~ H Objects
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Objeéts of Nature, and not from 4«
particular one, that thofe Genius’s form
the Idea of their Work. - Thus the
beft Artifts-are faid to have been in-
defatigable in ftudying the beft Sta-
tues : as knowing them a better
Rule, than the perfe&teft Human Bo-
dys coud afford. And thus fome
confiderable Wits have recommen-
ded the beft Poems; as preferable to
- the beft - of Hiftorys ; and better
teaching the Truth of Characters, and

Nature of Mankind. :

. - Nor can this Criticifm be thought
high-ftrain’'d. Tho Few confinethem-
{elvesto thefe Rules; Few are infen-
fible of ’em. = Whatever Quarter we
may give to our vitious Poets, or
other Compofers of irregulac and
~ fhort-livd Works; we know very
well that the ftanding Pieces of good
 Artifts muft be- form'd after 2 more
uniform way. Every jult Work of
theirs comes under thofe natural Rules
of Proportion,and Truth. The Crea-
o | ture
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ture of their Brain muft be like one
of Nature’s Formation. It muft have
a Body and Parts proportionable :
or the very Vulgar will not fail to

ceriticize the Work, when it has neither

Head nor Tail. For {o common Senfe
(according to juft Philofophy) judges
of thofe Works which want the Juft-
nefs of a Whole, and fhew their Au-
thor, however curious and exact
in. Particulars, to be .in the main a
very Bungler : '

 Infalix operis fumma,quiaponere T'otum

Nefet.

Such is Poetical,and fuch (if I may
{ocallit) Graphical, or Plaftick Truth. .
Narrative, or Hiftorical Truth, muft
needs be highly eftimable ; ' efpecial-
ly when we confider how Mankind,
who are become fo deeply interefted
in it, have fuffer'd by the want of it.
“Tis it felf a pare of Moral Truth. To
be a Judg in one, requires a Judgment
in theother. The Morals, the Cha-

| H 2 racter,
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racter, and” Genius of an 'Author,
muft be thorowly confider'd: And
the Hiftorian or Relater of ~Things
important to Mankind, muft, who-
ever he be, approve himfelf many
ways to us; both in refpect of his
Judgment, Candour, and Difinte-
reftednefs 5 e'er we are bound to take
any thing on his Authority. ~And as
for critical Truth 5 or the Judgmentand

" Determination of what Commenta-

tors, Tranflators, Paraphrafts, Gram-

 marians, and others have, on this oc-
cafion, deliverdtous 5 in themidftof

fuch Variety of Stile, fuch different
Readings, “fich Interpolations, and
Corruptions -in the Originals; fuch
Miftakes of Copifts, Tran{cribers,Edi-
tots, and .a. huadred fuch Accidents,
to which antient Books are fubjec ;
it becomes, upon-the whole, a Mat-
ter of nice Speculation = confidering,
withal, - that the Reader, tho an able
Linguift, muft be {uppoited by fo
many ofher” Helps from Chronolo-

gy

~ .

e e e e
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, Natural . Philofoph ,«Gcoora-
g’ﬁy, and other. Scxcnciay

“And thus many previous Tiuths are
to be examin'd, and underftood, in
order to }udfg rightly _of Hiftorical
Truth, and of the paft Aéions and
Circumftances of Mankind, as deli-
ver'd down to us by antient Authors
of different Nations,. different Times,
and different in thcn‘ Charaéters and
Interefts. . Some ‘Moral and Philofo-
phical Trurbs there -are withal fo evi-
dent in x:hemfclves, that ‘twou'd be
cafier to imagine half Mankind to
have run mad and join'd in one’
and the fame Specxes of Folly, than
to.admit any .thing as Trath, which
fhou'd be.. advancd acamﬂ: fuch "4~
tural . Knowledg, - fundamcntal (I{eafon,
and common Senffe. .

And this I have méntion’d the ra-
‘ther, becaufe fome modern Zealots -
.appear to have no better knowledg
ot TRuTH, nor better manner of

]udgmo it, than by counting Noﬁ:s
‘ By
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By this Rule, if they ‘can poll an

indifferent Number out of a2 Mob ;
if they can but produce a Set' of
Lancafbire ‘Noddles, remote provin.
¢ial Head-Pieces, or vifionary Aflem-

b.lCIS,, to -atteft a ,Story of 4 Wit b

~ upon a Broom-Stick, and a Flight in the
Air 5 they triumph in the folid Proof
of their new Prodigy, and cry, Mag-
naeft Veritas & prevalebit!

" Religion, no doubt, 'is much in-

debted to thefe Men of Prodigy;

who, in fuch adifcerning-Age, wou'd

fet her on the foot of popular Tra-
dition ; and venture her on the fame

bottom with' Parifh-Tales, and Gof-

fiping Storys of Imps, Goblins, and

Demoniatal Pranks, invented to frighe

Children, or make Pra&ice for com-

. 'mon Exorcifts, and Cunning-Men. For
by that Name, you know, Country
People are us'd to:call thofe Dealers
in Myftery, who are thought tocon-
jure in an boneft way, and foil the De-
vil 2t his own'Weapon., - S
; _But
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But now (my Friend!) ’tis time
to put an End to thefe Reflections ;
left: by endeavouring:. to “expound
chings any further, I fhou'd bedrawn
from my way of Humour, to ha-
rangue profoundly on thefe Subje@s.
But {hou'd you find I had moraliz’d
in any tolerable manner, according
to common Senfe, and without Canting ;

I coud be fatisfyd with my Perfor- -

mance, fuch asit is, without fearing
what Difturbance I might poflibly
give to fome formal Cenfors of the
Age; whofe Difcoutfes and Writings
areof another #rain, I have taken
the Liberty, youfee, to laugh, upon
- fome-Occafions: And if I have ei-
ther laugh'd wrong, or been imper-
tinently ferious; Ican be content to
be laughdat, inmy Turn: If [ am
rail'd at, T can laugh fill, as before 5
and with frefh Advantage to my
Caufe. For tho, in truth, there
coud be nothing lefs a laughing Mat-
ter, than the provok’d Rage, III-Will,
and Fury of certain zealous Gentle-
Sk e T men,
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men, werg they arm'd'as of late days
they have Been knowniy 'yet as the
Magiftratehas fince taken care to pare
their Talbns; 'there isi. nothing very

terrible in:théif. Encounter.. On the
contrary,: there ‘is~ fomething  coni~

cal'in: the [Gafé. - It sbrings to one’s

mind the Fancy of thofe Grotefque

Figures, -and . Dtagon-Faces,  which
are feen ofren'in the. Frontifpiece; and
on :the Corner: Stones of - old Build=
ings. - “They:feem plac’d there, as the
Defenders and Supporters of the Edifice;

but with'all ztheir Grimace,’ are "as

harmlefs to People without, as they

ate ufelefs!to the Building within.
Great Efforts bf Anger .to little - pur-

- pofe, ferve'for Pleafantry-and Farce.
- Exceeding FiercenefS, with perfect In-
ability and Impotence, makes the high-

eft Ridicule, 20 0 o1

.
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